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“Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and
trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various
kinds.” And it was so.” (Genesis 1:11)
Can you believe it? It is just about time for us to change our clocks to Daylight
Savings Time again. Sure, we lose an hour of sleep, but we also get to watch
nature as she begins to open her eyes from her winter nap.
I love spring time. It is one of my top four most favorite seasons of the year. I
look forward to the coming of spring just as if it were Christmas. And, just like
Christmas, every year spring rolls around with plenty of wonderful gifts from
our Creator God.
The 42nd Chapter of the Book of Sirach, speaks about the Works of God in
Nature:
I will now call to mind the works of the Lord, and will declare what I
have seen. By the word of the Lord his works are made; and all his
creatures do his will. The sun looks down on everything with its light,
and the work of the Lord is full of His glory. The Lord has not
empowered even His holy ones to recount all His marvelous works,
which The Lord the Almighty has established so that the universe may
stand firm in His glory. He searches out the abyss and the human heart;
He understands their innermost secrets. For the Most High knows all
that may be known; He sees from of old the things that are to come. He
discloses what has been and what is to be, and He reveals the traces of
hidden things. No thought escapes Him, and nothing is hidden from Him.
He has set in order the splendors of his wisdom; He is from all eternity
one and the same. Nothing can be added or taken away, and He needs no
one to be his counselor. How desirable are all His works, and how
sparkling they are to see! All these things live and remain forever; each
creature is preserved to meet a particular need. All things come in pairs,
one opposite the other, and He has made nothing incomplete. Each
supplements the virtues of the other. Who could ever tire of seeing His
glory?
And of course, in this season of re-birth, the greatest spring gift is the
resurrection of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Praise God!
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Easter Flowers
It’s time again to order flowers for Easter. Easter this year is on Sunday,
March 31st. Orders must be in by Sunday, March 17th. A table will be set
up in the foyer area of the church for three Sundays beginning March 3rd so
you may place your order at church or you may call Marlane Waite (9392252) or Ruth Tobias (939-2056) with your order. All flowers are in a 6 inch
pot with a decorative cover of dark green, gold, or purple. The following
flowers are being offered:
Assorted Colors Hyacinths

$8.50

Yellow Daffodils

$8.50

Assorted Colors Tulip

$8.50

White Easter Lilies

$8.75

Vi s i t a t i o n Te a m
For many Christians , Lent is a
time for fasting and penitential
sorrow over sins. But an early
church saint, John Climacus
(649 A.D.) spoke of Lenten
disciplines as a “joy-creating
sorrow” leading to the joy of

The next meeting of the Visitation Team will be on Friday, March 15, at 5
pm, at the Pizza Gallery in Clay City. If you know of someone who needs a
visit, please contact a member of the Team. Also, let a member know if you
are interested in joining the Team, or just come to the next meeting and share
pizza with the Team.

F e l l o w s h i p Te a m — I t ’s M o v i e Ti m e !

Easter.
“God,” he wrote, “does not
insist or desire that we should
mourn in agony of heart; rather
it is His wish that out of love for

The Fellowship Team is planning a Movie Night on Friday March 8th at The
Church Fellowship Hall . The night will begin at 7:00 pm with Snacks, 7:30
pm the movie. Everyone is invited, bring the entire family!! Popcorn & pop
(provided), feel free to bring additional snacks if you like. Remember bring
the entire family, bring a friend too!

Him, we should rejoice with
laughter in our soul”

Clay City Academic Banquet
Our church will again be serving the meal for the Clay City High School
Academic Banquet on Wednesday, March 19th. So please remember we need
volunteers to make mashed potatoes, rolls, and pies.; plus serving, set-up
and cleaning-up If you are able to help in any way please see Diane Moon, or
contact her via email or phone.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Our Christian Discovery group is planning the Annual Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, March, 30th. So please help them out by bringing a bag of candy
to the church by March 24th so all those eggs can be stuffed!
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Clay City Food Pantry
The Outreach Team is continuing collections for our local food pantry, as the
struggle for feeding families is a year round need. For March the Outreach
Team is focused on: crackers, macaroni & cheese, canned chicken and boxed
dinners.
The pantry requested additional items also of: juice, margarine sticks, flour,
sugar, vegetable oil, tea, drink mixes, and meat. If anyone wants to bring
refrigerated items, please contact Karen Schafer so she can get those items
transported to the pantry.
Remember the basket/bin is located in the foyer beside the literature cabinet.
Hope we can get that basket over flowing!
“If we are silent about the joy

Christian Discovery
Christian Discovery met Monday, February 4th, at the home of Joan Neal.
Our lesson “Promise of Provisions” was led by Joan Neal. We discussed
plans for 2013 and completed sign up for yearly activities. We have monthly
projects planned and will make donations during the year as needs occur.

that comes from knowing Jesus,
the very stones will cry out! For
we are an Easter people &
‘Alleluia’ is our song. Rejoice
because Jesus has come into the
world! Rejoice because Jesus has
died upon the cross! Rejoice

March will be a very busy month of us as we plan and prepare for serving
the Clay City High School Academic Banquet on March 19th. We will plan
for the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March, 30. Please plan to bring a bag
of candy to our March meeting or to church by March 24 for stuffing eggs.
Everyone enjoyed delicious refreshments served by Joan. Cathy Long and
Lynn Stoelting will be serving as co-chairpersons for 2013. Our next
meeting will be on Monday, March 4th at the home of Diane Moon. Jan
Yegerlehner will have the lesson. Please plan to join us for an evening of
fun and fellowship.

Easter Morning
Start your Easter morning by joining the community for the Sunrise
Community Service at The Assembly of God, 7:00 am. After the community
service meet at the UCC as the Easter Breakfast Committee is planning the
Easter breakfast, at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall; at 10:00 am Pastor Bob
will present us with Divine Easter Worship in the sanctuary. (There will be no
Sunday Classes Easter morning.)

because He rose again from the
dead! Rejoice because Jesus has
come to set us free! Rejoice
because He is the master of our
life!”
~ Pope John Paul II
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Council Meeting Minutes for February 14, 2013
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ met on February 14, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. The
following members were present: Nathan Stoelting, Steve Stoelting, Randy Collins, Sean Sinders, Joan
Neal, Doug Ream, Belinda Long, Ruth Tobias and Pastor Bob Wilkins.
President Ruth Tobias called the meeting to order, Randy led us in devotions based on the scripture
from 1 John 4, God is Love and live in God and our love grows more perfect.
The agenda was accepted with two additions. Belinda added the Clay City Fair book ad to new
business and Randy added request for use of Fellowship Hall and shelter house. The minutes of the
January council meeting was accepted as printed in the Olive Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurer’s report. Randy moved to accept the treasurer’s report; second by
Joan. Motion passed. Belinda also presented the bills to be paid. Nathan moved to pay the bills;
second by Randy. Motion passed.
The elders met with Pastor Bob prior to the Council meeting to discuss the agenda and Ruth handed
out copies of the February/March Planning Manual. Ruth will be traveling to Westphalia to Salem
UCC for Brian Taylor’s ordination this Sunday afternoon.
Randy reported that most of the work at parsonage is now complete; we’re waiting on a storm
window to arrive that has been ordered. He has some ideas to add Pastor Bob’s name to church sign,
until the new church sign is completed. Randy also discussed plans for landscaping for the parsonage
and church. Sugar Ridge nursery will be contacted and some discussion followed.
Pastor Bob reported that next week Frontier will be getting the parsonage phone line connected with
Wi-Fi connection. He mentioned the possibility of doing away with the business line to reduce that
expense. He reported that he had all services through Lent till Easter ready, but needed some special
materials for the Maundy Thursday service. March 2nd PAC meeting, the Wabash ministry committee
will meet with Pastor Bob about transfer to IN/KY Conference then once that is done, we can set a
date for his installation. Ruth asked for travel prayers for Pastor Bob.
Old Business- Randy reported that he has all the materials for installing monitors for sanctuary. Ruth
reported that she had approached Koby Rhodes on the position of shadowing Laura in order to learn
how to do the Olive Branch and Web page. He was interested providing his new schedule would
allow him time. Doug moved to pay Koby to shadow Laura for one month and Nathan 2nd. Motion
passed. Discussion followed on updating and changing our web page. Randy is going to look into
changing the locks on the Church pastor office, both doors. Ruth reported that she had contacted all
those who served on the search committee and most of the committee was available to continue
serving on the Pastoral Relations along with one elder, they will meet quarterly.
New Business- Plans were made for council to meet on March 14th after Lent service. Belinda
reported on Clay City Fair Book Ad, $50 for ½ page, Nathan moved that we do a similar Ad as last
year in Fair book, with Pastor Bob’s name added; Doug 2nd. Motion passed. Randy requested use of
the Fellowship Hall and Shelter house on Sept. 21st for a reunion of the class of 68’.
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Council Meeting Minutes for February 14, 2013; Contd
Following a review of announcements, the next meeting was set for Thursday, March 14th following
the Lent service. (Fellowship Committee T.B.A) with Steve leading devotions. Nathan moved we
adjourn and Randy 2nd. Motion passed.
President, Ruth Tobias

Secretary (acting), Steve Stoelting

Note: Members are reminded that council meetings are open to all members.

PA C M e e t i n g I n f o r m a t i o n
At the PAC meeting on Saturday, we discussed the spring meeting of the Wabash Valley Association,
which will be hosted by First UCC on Sunday, May 5th. The program for the meeting will highlight
the UCC initiative "Mission 4/1 Earth: 50 Great Days", which emphasizes care for our earth by
cleaning up, planting trees, writing letters, etc. You might download some information and resources
from the UCC web site - ucc.org/earth.
Also, at the PAC meeting Randy gave us information about summer work camps. There will be 4
weeks of work camps in Salyersville, KY, which is still suffering from tornado damage and persistent
poverty issues. The 4 work weeks will be the weeks of June 16, June 23, July 14, and July 21, a flyer is
contained within the newsletter or more information can be gotten by email John Gantt
at: SHALOMJMG@YAHOO.COM.
Don Yegerlehner

Dead Serious About Life
This musical drama is written to appeal to teenagers. It is upfront…it is blunt…it is life! This year’s
cast is made up of 36 high school students representing 20 different schools and 26 different churches.
The drama presents many issues facing teenagers today: abortion, alcohol, drugs, religion,
promiscuous behavior, cutting, self-esteem and suicide. The message communicated is that suicide
only creates more problems than it really solves and there is a better way of live through Jesus Christ.
The recommended ages are 6th through 12th grade students.
The musical will be presented at Northview High School on Saturday, March 16th at 6:00 pm and on
Sunday, March 17th at 2:00 pm. Tickets will be $9.00 at the door or may be purchased in advance for
$8.00 by sending a check to MISH, Inc. Mish, Inc., 348 Western Row Road, Mason, OH 45040 You
can also order tickets over the phone and put them on Mastercard, Visa, or Discover by calling 800459-7268. Lastly, tickets may be purchased online at www.mish-inc.com.
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“The Lord’s intervening, resurrection power is given not only for life’s impossible problems, but also for our immense
opportunities. There’s always a time when we get to the end of our strength and courage and have to surrender the future
of a plan, project, or program. Out of the grave of our depleted efforts, the Lord gives fresh vision, insight, and answers
we had not conceived of before. Easter happens again. For resurrection living there is resurrection power. This is Easter
every hour, not a temporary fix, but an intravenous feeding of love and hope from Christ’s heart of ours. This is living!
This is enjoying God!”
~ Dr. Lloyd John Ogilvie, US Senate Chaplain
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D a i l y L e c t i o n a r y, M a r c h 2 0 1 3

“Our theology should enable us to see God as one in whom we can trust, even in the middle of the ultimate fear
which is death. If we can laugh in the crisis of death, that’s one way of saying that God is in charge.”
~ Quaker humorist Tom Mullen
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Sun

** March Greeters: Steve & Lynn Stoelting, Joy Minor, Henry & Nicole Buell
** Sunday Alter Flowers: Ruth Tobias
** Worship Leader: Bill Neal

Tue

Wed

Thu

7:30p Habitat for
Humanity Mtg

7:00p Lent Services

7

15 5:00p, Visitation
Team Mtg, Pizza
Gallery

Fellowship Movie
Night, 7:00p

23

16

9

Sat

22

30 Annual Easter
Egg Hunt at UCC

Fri

29 Community
Good Friday Service
@ Union Chapel
Nazarene Church

8

** Easter Breakfast: Served by the Men of the Church, Committee to plan
breakfast:*Doug Ream, Doug Waite, Nathan Stoelting, Rusty Rhodes, Sean Sinders,
Henry Buell

Mon

13

21 7:00p Lent
Services

28 7:00p Maundy
Thursday Service

Companions to our friends: Mark & Judy Barnhart

Companions to our friends: Bill & Joan Neal

27

Companions to our friends: Henry & Nicolle Buell

20

Companions to our friends: Jack & Belinda Long

14 6:30p Flwshp
Mtg; — 7:00p Lent
Services — 7:30p
Mthly Council Mtg

Companions to our friends: Don & Carolyn Fulk

6 Wabash Valley
Pastors Mtg

26

19 Clay City
Academic Banquet

12

5 9 a South Clay Cty
Pastors Mtg

25

18

11

4 7:30p Christian
Discovery @ Diane
Moon’s

March 2013

3
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

10
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
Special Offering—
Heifer Project

17

*Palm Sunday*

9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

24

9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

31 Easter Sunday
7:00a Comm Srv,
Assembly of God —
8:30a, Fellowship
Breakfast —- 10:00a
Divine Worship

First United Church of Christ

United In Christ
Through Service to All

6414 S County Rd 300 E
Clay City, Indiana 47841

Phone: 812-939-2520
E-mail: ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com
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Birthday Celebrations
Bill Briggs, Mar 1

Trent Neal, Mar 14

Nicole Hardesty, Mar 21

Erma Kirkling, Mar 1

Kylie Griffith, Mar16

Mary Honn, Mar 22

Tanner Jenkins, Mar 3

Jan Yegerlehner, Mar 16

Dawn Minor, Mar 26

Nate Stoelting, Mar 5

Vanessa Sinders, Mar 28

Marvin Neiswinger, Mar 8

David Amerman, Mar 17
Carolyn Tickner, Mar17

Greg Long, Mar 9

Koby Rhodes, Mar 17

Emma Hyatt

Saiti Booe, Mar 10

Brett Fulk, Mar 18

Nancy Hyatt, Mar 29

Rylinn Lell, Mar 14

Calendar Reminders
March 3rd, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Divine Worship, 10:30 am
March 4th, Christian Discovery, 7:30 pm @ Diane Moon’s
March 5th, South Clay County Pastors Mtg, 9:00 am
March 6th, Wabash Valley Pastor’s Mtg, 9:00 am
March 7th, Lent Services, 7:00 pm @ UCC
March 7th, Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm
March 10th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Divine Worship, 10:30 am
March 14th, Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm
March 14th, Lent Services, 7:00 pm @ UCC
March 14th, Executive Council Mtg, 7:30 pm
March 17th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
March 19th, Clay City Academic Banquet
March 21st, Lent Services, 7:00 pm @ UCC
March 24th, *Palm Sunday* Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
March 28th, Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 pm @ UCC
March 29th, Community Good Friday Service @ Union Chapel Nazarene Church
March 30th, Annual Easter Egg Hunt @ UCC
March 31st, Community Sunrise Service, 7:00 am @ Assembly of God
March 31st, Fellowship Easter Breakfast, 8:30 am @ UCC
March 31st, Easter Divine Worship with Communion, 10:00 am
Looking Ahead …
⇒ April Greeters: John & Alta Edwards, Ruth White, Sean Sinders; remember to arrive a few minutes early to
fold bulletin
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

⇒

April Companions: Susan Modesitt, Wayne & Peggy Burger, Dick & Cathy Long, Chloe Rhodes

