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Merely Giants
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

The story is told of the legendary Knute Rockne, coach of the Notre Dame
University football team (sorry all of you Purdue and I.U. fans). The story goes
that Rockne was looking for a way to defeat the team of the University of
Southern California, which was superior to his team. Rockne came up with a
unique method; he scoured the city of South Bend for the biggest, brawniest men
he could find. He convinced a hundred of these bruisers to come along with the
real team to the game with U.S.C. and dressed them up with Notre Dame
uniforms and equipment. What a sight, each of these guys stood six feet or
higher and weighed 300 lbs. or more; with the shoulder pads, these giants looked
even bigger.
When it was time for the game to begin, Rockne sent his new these recruits out
of the locker room ahead of the real players. As the U.S.C. players watched,
these giants kept coming and coming until these hundred men was all that they
saw. The U.S.C. coach kept reminding his team, “They can only field eleven
men at a time.” But the damage was already done. None of these gigantic guys
ever played in the game, but the U.S.C. players had become so intimidated by
them that they could not function properly, and Notre Dame won the game.
Numbers 13 tells the story of the people of Israel, after escaping from Egyptian
slavery by God’s power, had come to the point when it was time for them to go
into the Promised Land. Their leader Moses sent twelve spies in to scout out the
land and then report back on what they found. When the spies came back, they
reported to the whole people about the land’s abundance. However the spies’
reports were also filled with the fear-filled message of giant warriors and strong
walled cities and the conclusion that they did not think it was possible to take
possession what God had promised them. The people living in Canaan were
described as being giants, “and we seem to ourselves,” the spies said, “like
grasshoppers, and so we seem to them (Numbers 13:33).” As a result of this
report, the attitude of fear infected the Israelites and their faith in what God can
do failed them. They took their focus off of God’s promises and power, and
instead of seeing miraculous possibilities, they saw only their own smallness and
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Merely Giants, Contd
insignificance. Because of this attitude, that generation of Israel was not
permitted to go into the land of promise.

“Have faith in God,” Jesus
answered. “Truly I tell you, if
anyone says to this mountain,
‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’
and does not doubt in their heart
but believes that what they say
will happen, it will be done for
them. Therefore I tell you,
whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours. And when
you stand praying, if you hold
anything against anyone, forgive
them, so that your Father in
heaven may forgive you your
sins.”
~Mark 11:22-25

What had caused the people to fear what was ahead and forget that God
would have provided the means to grant what God had promised? Simply
put, the Israelites took their focus off of God and focused on themselves.
They chose to dwell on their limited abilities rather than on the limitless
power of God. As a result of this they missed out on God’s awesome
blessings.
The failing of ancient Israel is often our failing as well. We struggle with the
same temptation to take our eyes off of God and focus only on ourselves.
When we do that we only see problems, limits, and inabilities. Instead, we
need to continually trust in God and the unlimited possibilities within God’s
power and grace. Let us not fall prey to what is often called condition in
which the “grasshopper syndrome,” a condition in which people become
convinced that their abilities and potential are small and insignificant. As a
church, there are problems to be sure. As you move into this new phase of
learning to work with your new pastor and seeking ways to grow and impact
the community for the cause of Christ, the problems and obstacles may
appear to resemble fierce and vicious giants. Remember though: where God
calls, God equips. With God, problems are opportunities, so instead of
focusing on the “giants” focus instead on God. Mere giants are not a problem
for God! In faith, seek out God’s direction and, in faith, walk in it. If you are
willing to follow God’s way, God has blessings in store for you that you
cannot even imagine!
May God bless you richly.
Pastor David

Directory Updates!
Yes it is that time again — as another year has passed it is time to update the
church directory — so please review your family information — drop an
email to the church email (ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail) for any updates or
changes. If you don’t have email then drop a note in the ‘secretary’ box
located in the church office. Thanks !!
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From Pastor David
It’s hard to believe that our time together has drawn to a close; how quickly
a year can seem (one year, one month, and three weeks, to be exact). But I
give God praise for this time we’ve had together. You’ve been good to me,
and apparently my ministry with you has been effective as well – to God be
the glory! Thank you for giving of yourselves for service to God. It truly
was a blessing to work with you folks in ministry of the Lord’s work. Thank
you for all of the kindness and generosity you have shown me over this past
year. Thank you for the generous Christmas gift. And thank you for the
heartfelt send off. I will always remember you and will cherish the memory
of my time with you.

There are nine requisites for

It has indeed been my privilege to serve as your interim pastor. The words
of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 1 are very fitting here: “I thank my God,”
he said, “in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in
my prayers for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the
first day until now (vs. 3-5). In v. 6, Paul also reminds the Philippians what I
want to encourage you in as well: “For I am confident of this very thing, that
God who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus
Christ.” I will continue to pray for you, your new pastor, and the work you
will do together. I look forward to seeing from a distance the great things
that God will do through you. May God’s rich blessings be yours, indeed.

contented living: HEALTH

Grace and peace, David

CHARITY enough to see some

enough to make work a pleasure;
WEALTH enough to support your
needs; STRENGTH enough to
battle with difficulties and
forsake them; GRACE enough to
confess your sins and overcome
them; PATIENCE enough to toil
until some good is accomplished;
good in your neighbor; LOVE

Fellowship Luncheon Invitation

enough to move you to be useful

Join us on Sunday, January 13th after service as we share a final fellowship
meal with Pastor David. This will be our thank-you celebration for Pastor
David as we say good-bye to our Interim Minister.

enough to make real the things of

The fellowship team will be serving a Taco Luncheon, there will be fixings
for tacos and/or taco salad, provided by fellowship team. The fellowship
team will also be providing the paper products (plates, cups, napkins) and
drinks. Add to the celebration by bringing a side dish to accompany the
luncheon, or sharing a dessert.

Christmas Decorations
Christian Discovery will be meeting at the church on Monday, January 7th at
6:30 pm — the meeting will consist of taking down and packing up the
Christmas decorations at the church. The members of Christian Discovery
would appreciate assistance from any members of the church that would like
to help! So show up at the church on Monday, January 7th at 6:30 pm —they
will be providing pizza — and help out if you can!

and helpful to others; FAITH
God; HOPE enough to remove
all anxious fears concerning the
future.
- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Page 4

Olive Branch

Wo m e n ’s F e l l o w s h i p
Our last meeting for Women's Fellowship was with JoAnn Zurcher at
Bethesda Gardens on December 6th. We had lunch with her and her
daughter-in-law Jennifer.
After lunch Carolyn called the meeting to order by 8 members and 1 guest
answering roll call, Secretary retort and treasurer's report was given. During
our business meeting Chloe made a motion and it was seconded by Nora to
give our money in the treasury, after all our expenses was paid, to Christian
Discovery. Motion carried.
We can also pray daily for our
own personal missionary
experiences. Pray that under the
divine management of such
things, the missionary
opportunity you want is already
being prepared in the heart of
someone who longs for and looks
for what you have. "There are
many yet on the earth... who are
only kept from the truth because
they know not where to find it."
Pray that they will find you! And

New-born baby gifts was brought and will be given to Union Hospital.
We decided to get poinsettias again for the shut—ins. Rosalie. Carolyn and
Nora will deliver them along with the calendars.
In the absence of Ruth White, Nora gave her lesson on Angels. Angels
appear in the Bible often. The word Angel stands for messenger. Angels
have appeared in the Bible starting with Genesis all the way to Revelations.
Angels appeared many times including visits to Abraham, Lot, Samuel,
David and many others. Angels have always been with us and always will
be. Gabriel appeared to Mary, an Angel appeared to Joseph. Angel appeared
to the shepherds in the field at night. We have Angels top of our Christmas
tree looking down on us from above. The unnamed angel was the most
important one on the night of the first Christmas announcing the arrival of
God on earth in the form of an newborn child. Ruth had sent each one of us a
little Angel to hang on our Christmas tree.

then be alert, because there are
multitudes in your world who feel
a famine in their lives, not a
famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the word of
the Lord.
— Jeffrey R. Holland, "Witnesses
unto me,"Ensign, May 2001

After the lesson we sung two Christmas songs about Angels. Carolyn ended
the meeting with couple reading "What's Your Thoughts" and "Gift
Suggestions”.
So as Women's Fellowship says Good-Bye 1 will close with this poem:
Friends Are Like Angels
Our friends are like angels.
who brighten our days.
In all kinds of wonderful,
Magical ways
Their thoughtfulness comes,
As a gift from above.
And we feel we're surrounded.
By warm, caring love
Like upside-down rainbows
Their smiles bring the sun.
And they fill ho—hum moments
With laughter and fun.
Women's Fellowship has made allot of friends.
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Christian Discovery (December)
Christian Discovery met December 3rd at the home of Lynn Stoelting. Lynn
prepared a wonderful Christmas Dinner for us. We enjoyed dinner, then had
a short business meeting.
We will be sending the college students gift cards in January. We will be
helping with the Christmas Angel project again this year by purchasing gift
cards and whatever else is needed. Diane led the devotions on “daily gifts”
we can do at Christmas time, such as listen, smile, laugh, apologize, do the
dishes, express appreciation, and many other small things. She also read a
story, “Where’s the Baby Jesus?” This story was about a little girl that
reminded us that the Baby Jesus really lives in our heart. He is still with us
every day, making a difference in our lives.

A man had been shipwrecked on
a remote island in the Pacific,
and was alone for 20 years.
When a ship finally arrived, his
rescuers were impressed with the

We finished the evening with dessert and fellowship. A special thank you to
Lynn for entertaining us at her home!

three buildings he had built and

Cathy Long will be our chairperson for the year 2013. Our next meeting will
be Monday January 7th at the Church at 6:30. We will enjoy pizza and then
take down the Christmas Decorations.

"Well,"the man replied, t"his is my

asked him about them.
house, and that building over
there is my church. It's a
wonderful church and I hate to

Habitat for Humanity - House Applications

leave it."
"And what is the third building

Habitat for Humanity of Clay County has been blessed by wonderful
support from our community. We will be building a new affordable home
with a Clay County partner family in 2013.
All families interested in applying for the home must attend an important
informational meeting on January 17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at the LEEAP
Center on Jackson Street behind Walgreen's in Brazil. Please enter the
west door. Applications will only be available at that meeting, qualifications
and requirements will be discussed.
The selected partner family will help build their new home and pay a 20year no-interest loan. The home will be built at 703 South Chicago Ave.,
Brazil.
Will you please share this information with any moderate income families
who might benefit from attending the meeting and the opportunity to be our
partner family?
Our mission is to provide affordable housing to those who would not other
wise afford a home of their own. This is a hand up, not a hand out. Habitat
is building hope, building lives one family at a time.

yonder?"a rescuer asked.
"Oh, that is the church I used to
go to,"the man replied.
— via Palmer Stiles
Melbourne, FL
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January 2013 — Crossword Puzzle
Pastor Bob Wilkins wanted to share a bible crossword puzzle with us — if we as a congregation enjoy it he
would love to give us a monthly crossword puzzle — so give us feedback about this new addition —would you
like to have one every month?
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Council Meeting Minutes for December 2012
First United of Christ, Executive Council Meeting, December 8, 2011
Nathan shared devotions focused on growth. We should prepare for growth that we cannot yet
imagine. We anticipate growth in our children but sometimes we do not expect it in ourselves.
Spiritual growth is essential to our faith life. We should never quit growing but some chose to begin
dying instead of intentionally living. He closed with a passage from, Colossians 1.
The agenda was accepted with minor changes. The secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed in
the Olive Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurer’s report. Randy moved to accept the treasurers report, seconded by
Nathan. Motion passed. Belinda presented the bills. Mark moved we pay the bills, seconded by Doug.
Motion passed.
The Elders met with Pastor David prior to the meeting to develop the agenda. Ruth confirmed that
Meg Dul is still planning to supply the pulpit on December 30th Sonny reminded us that the call list
will need to be reviewed and updated at the first of the year. Pastor David encouraged everyone to
assist Laura in editing the directory prior to the next printing. Sonny reminded that the Treasurer
position is appointed in even years so we do not need to act on that this year.
Deacons reported they utilized some of the 2nd mile money to purchase Christmas gifts for a family.
Mark and Doug presented the proposed budget reviewing each item. Moving expenses for the new
pastor is a rough estimate. Doug expressed concern that the capital expenditures may be too low
considering some of the projects that need to be addressed. Sonny suggested that we may need to
prioritize and do special funds for the larger projects as we did for the roof work last year. Nathan
moved we recommend the proposed budget for 2013 to the congregation. Don seconded. Motion
passed.
The Trustees received a list of potential repairs and readiness items for the parsonage from Pastor
David. Sonny summarized that we need to remove the carpet in the basement and sanitize as well as
do some cleaning upstairs. Sonny suggested we have a work day. Pastor David encouraged
consideration of fixing the holes in the walls, particularly in the master bedroom and bath. After
further discussion, a contact will be made with the new pastor and wife to get their input prior to any
painting. Nathan reported that he had made a contact with Node 1 concerning the internet for the
parsonage. They felt at this time they could not guarantee reception due to the trees. He will follow up
with the technician to get more information. The trustees will explore other providers such as Frontier
and our current service with Hughes Net. If an economical solution is available to provide internet to
both the church and parsonage, council will consider that option, Sonny reminded the trustees to have
a plan for snow removal and salt on hands for the sidewalks.
Ministry Teams need to submit a written report for the Annual Meeting Packet. The Search
Committee will serve as the pastor’s support during the first year.
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Council Meeting Minutes for December 2012, Contd
Pastor David requested to attend the Fatima Pastor’s Retreat in January since he had not used his
allowed Continuing Education. This was included in the presentation of bills and passed. Pastor
David offered thanks to everyone for the wonderful year of ministry. He acknowledged this was
bittersweet but that he was certainly happy for our congregation. He asked that we pray for him as he
seeks another call to minister elsewhere. Several compliments were shared and remarks of
appreciation for Pastor David’s leadership during this year.
In Old Business, Randy reported that he and Dick Long are working on the necessary bracket system
to install the monitors. He is still exploring best options for the wiring. Ruth will meet with Laura
Miller and Cathy Long at the beginning of the year to discuss the responsibilities of the administrative
assistant and the clerical volunteer positions.
In New Business, Sonny tabled discussion on the security issues and the development of a Safe
Church Policy. Sonny will ask Jennifer Buell, Marlane Waite and Bill Neal to serve as the auditing
committee. He asked Belinda if she could have the books ready by Friday, January 4th The termite
contract will be due prior to the next meeting. Doug moved we renew the contract at $280. Nathan
seconded. Motion passed. Ruth will contact Robert Wilkins to discuss a possible ordination gift.
Robert has indicated he would like to come for the annual meeting. Pastor David and Don each
offered to host him so there would be no hotel bill. Ruth moved we pay half of his mileage. Nathan
seconded. Motion passed. Council agreed to have a carry in lunch the day of the congregational
meeting to provide a time of celebration and farewell to Pastor David. Doug will contact the
Fellowship Team to see if they can assist in coordinating this event.
Our next Council meeting will be announced, but tentatively will be Thursday, January 1 7th and
Ruth will have devotions.
Randy moved for adjournment. Nathan seconded that motion. Motion passed.

Clay City Food Pantry
The January items for the Food Pantry are: Spaghetti Sauce, Canned
Tuna, and Bread.
As a usual reminder don’t forget that there is a constant need for:
Juice, Margarine Sticks, Flour, Sugar, Vegetable Oil (Liquid), Meat, Tea,
Drink Mixes. Remember if you have items that need refrigeration
please contact Karen Schafer. Thank you for your continued support
and for you exceptionally generous donations!
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Congregational Meeting Minutes for December 2, 2012
Congregational Meeting, December 2, 2012, Immediately Following Worship
Sonny Zurcher called the meeting to order and began with prayer. Sonny stated the purpose was to
vote on extending a call to Robert Wilkins. Nicole Buell made the motion we call Robert Wilkins as
our full time pastor and Don Yegerlehner seconded. Sonny asked for any questions from the
members. Nicole Buell offered that Robert was the 4th candidate the search committee had met with
and the only one they felt warranted presenting to the congregation.
Sonny appointed three tellers: Rosalie Bess, Carolyn Fulk and Chloe Rhodes. Ballots were distributed.
Members were instructed to vote Yes or No. Ballots were collected and tellers exited to complete the
count.
Sonny shared some talking points regarding upcoming projects at the church. The Wilma Buell
memorial funds will be utilized to construct a new church sign. Doug Ream will be working with
trustees to develop a proposal for Council. Pink flags have been placed in possible locations for the
sign on the east side of the church.
Additionally, Sonny reported that Council had decided to install monitors in the sanctuary to enhance
and expand the use of technology in the worship service. He added that this will add some flexibility
in to the Pastor and Worship Team in planning services. Ruth White questioned why the monitors
were purchased without input from the congregation. She expressed opposition to that addition
stating she felt it would take away from the appearance of the sanctuary. Sonny responded that this
had been considered for several months by the Council before making a decision.
Tellers returned with the count. Sonny shared the results: 56 votes Yes and 2 votes No. Robert Wilkins
returned to the sanctuary, Sonny announced the results and extended the call for Robert to become
our full time pastor beginning January 15th, 2013. Robert accepted the call and shared his gratitude for
the opportunity.
Sonny closed with prayer.
Randy Collins moved adjournment, Henry Buell seconded. Motion passed.

Out of the mouths of God's kids
A small boy told a Sunday school teacher: "When you die, God takes care of you like your parents did
when you were alive — only God doesn't yell at you all the time."
— via Rev. Dennis R. Fakes, Lodi, CA
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Sun

Mon

7 7:30p Christian
Discovery, Church
Decoration Cleanup

14

21

28

29

22

15

Tue

8 9 a South Clay Cty
Pastors Mtg

1

January 2013

6
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
w/Rev Carrie Call

13
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
Congregational Mtg
Taco Luncheon

20
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

27
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

25

18

11

4

26

19

12

5

Fri

Sat

** January Greeters: Mark & Judy Barnhart, Marla Owen, Rusty & Susan Rhodes
** Sunday Alter Flowers:
** Worship Leader: Bill Neal

Thu

** Monthly Children’s Message

Wed

3 7:30p Habitat for
Humanity

2 9 a Wabash Valley
Pastors Mtg

31

Companions to our friends:

24

Companions to our friends:

17

Companions to our friends:

10 6:30p Flwshp
Mtg; 7:30p Mthly
Council Mtg

Companions to our friends: Kate Yegerlehner

9

16

23

30

Companions to our friends:
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Birthday Celebrations
Emmalyn Jade Wolf Jan 2

Justin Sinders Jan 9

Patrice Griffith Jan 19

Vonda Hummel Jan 3

Jim Lell Jan 10

Max Schlegel Jan 22

Ross Hyatt Jan 3

Mark Barnhart Jan 12

Henry Buell Jan 22

John McHenry Jan 4

Grace Neiswinger Jan 12

Bethany Stoelting Jan 26

Paul Sinders II Jan 5

Mary Sebastian Jan 14

Alexus Burger Jan 27

Heather Zurcher Jan 5

Chris Crafton Jan 15

Rusty Rhodes Jan 28

Craig Modesitt Jan 6

Amy Hummel Jan 15

Donna Bredeweg Jan 29

Susan Modesitt Jan 7

Michael Miller Jan 17

Bonnie Lell Jan 31

Diane Moon Jan 8

Kimberly Villain Jan 17

Alan Hummel Jan 31

Timothy Johnson Jan 8

Waneta Sutton Jan 19

Calendar Reminders
⇒ January 2nd, Clay County Pastor’s Mtg, 9:00 am
⇒ January 5th, Habitat for Humanity, 7:30 pm @ UMC, Centerpoint
⇒ January 6th, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship with Rev. Dr.

Carrie Call
⇒ January 7th, 6:30 pm Christian Discovery & Church Christmas Decoration

Pack-up with Pizza
⇒ January 8th , Wabash Valley Pastor’s Mtg, 9:00 am
⇒ January 10th, Fellowship & Council Mtg, 6:30 pm & 7:30 pm
⇒ January 13th, 10:00 am Divine Worship; After Service, Annual Congregational Mtg; After Annual Meeting,

Taco Fellowship Luncheon with Pastor David
⇒ January 20th, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship
⇒ January 27th, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship
The word “laugh” appears for the first time in the Bible in Genesis 17:17. God informs the 100-year-old Abraham that his 90year-old wife Sarah will give birth to a son. God commanded Abraham to name his son “Isaac,” which in Hebrew means “God’s
laugh.”
After she gave birth to Isaac, Sarah said, “God has given me cause to laugh; all those who hear of it will laugh with me.” (Genesis
21:6)
In the New Testament, Jesus tells his disciples, “Blessed are you who weep now for you shall laugh.” (Luke 6:21) A hint of the
resurrection, which the early Christian theologians saw as God’s last laugh on the devil.
God gives us plenty of reasons to laugh.

