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A Note from Pastor Bob
The Lord is good in all things. In all things, the Lord is good. It is my
honor and privilege to be called to serve as your pastor. First United
Church of Christ has welcomed us warmly and Donna and I are very
happy to be here. I look forward to visiting with each member of the
congregation so we can get to know one another.
The pastor’s office hours are limited to Thursdays through Sundays for a
short period as we will be transitioning from our Chicago area home to
Clay City. This will involve long commutes for a bit.
I would wish to thank the congregation for all of the wonderful work
done on the parsonage. It is a warm and welcoming home for us. May
our future together be pleasing to the Lord.
Blessings,
Pastor Bob Wilkins

C h u r c h L i f e & F e l l o w s h i p Te a m
The Church Life & Fellowship Team met on January 23rd to plan activities for
the year.
We will be sponsoring some of the same ones as in the past. Some of the new
plans are for the men of the church to plan and serve the Easter Breakfast and
we will be having an Ice cream social/talent show in July.
The schedule and the committees are posted on the bulletin board at church.
We also will be having a movie night at the church on March 8th. Please note
these activities as you make plans for the year, so you can join in the fun!
The January/February Winterfest committee is making plans for Sunday,
February 17th for a fellowship dinner after church. Our next team meeting will
be after the dinner on Feb 17th.
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C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n Te a m
February is here and Lenten will start on February 13th. On Sunday,
February 17 at 9:30 during the church school hour, we will begin our study
by Adam Hamilton titled “24 Hours that Changed the World.” In this study
it “guides us step by step through the last days of Jesus’ life. We will travel
to the Holy Land with Hamilton to visit the sites where those events took
place.” Dick Long will be our study leader.
The team also is making available Lenten season devotionals for the adults
and children. Be sure to pick up your copy on February 10th.
“If we do not show love to one
another, the world has a right to
question whether Christianity is

Class for the children is available every Sunday morning.
We hope you plan to join us each week.

true.”
~Francis A. Schaeffer

Vi s i t a t i o n Te a m

‘Holy Humor’

The next meeting of the Visitation Team will be on Friday, March 15th, at
5:00 pm, at the Pizza Gallery in Clay City.
A pastor asked a little boy if he
said has prayers every night. “Yes
sir,” the boy replied. “And do

If you know of someone who needs a visit, please contact a member of the
Team. Also, let a member know if you are interested in joining the Team, or
just come to the next meeting and share pizza with the Team.

you always say them in the
morning, too?” the pastor asked.
“No sir” the boy repolied. “I
ain’t scared in the daytime.”
~Tal D. Bonham
‘The Treasury of Clean Church
Jokes’

Wi n t e r We l c o m e P a r t y
The Winter Fellowship Committee in cooperation with the Fellowship Team
invites you all to a Winter Welcome Party on Sunday, February 17, 2013
immediately following the morning worship service. While Winter and
Welcome in the same sentence may seem odd, we will be celebrating the
beginning of a new year and welcoming Pastor Bob as we all begin our new
journey together. We will have a meal with ham, meat balls, and scalloped
potatoes provided. Please bring a vegetable and/or desert and your own
table service. There will be professional entertainment following the meal
provided by Ron and Jan Easter of Charleston, IL. They will have music and
songs from the 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s as well as country and gospel music. They
have a very interesting and lively presentation. Come, invite a friend, and
join us in giving Pastor Bob a warm winter welcome!!
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Christian Discovery
Christian Discovery met Monday, January 7th, at the church for our monthly
meeting. We started the evening with pizza and fellowship, and then got to
work putting away the Christmas Decorations. We had 17 hard working
helpers, so it didn’t take very long to get things put away. We then began
our monthly business meeting. We discussed some projects we hope to
accomplish this year and signed up to be lesson leaders and hostesses. Also
on the meeting agenda was the generous donation from Women’s
Fellowship, as they are retiring and closing their accounts. We are grateful
for the opportunity to use this gift toward our yearly projects. We wish the
members of Women’s Fellowship a lovely retirement, and always welcome
their expertise and friendship at Christian Discovery.
Finally, many thanks to Diane Moon & Peggy Burger for their leadership last
year. We look forward to an exciting year ahead & invite any interested
ladies to come out to our monthly meetings, meetings are typically the first
Monday of every month at 7:30 pm. Mark your calendar to join us for some
fun, friendship, fellowship, and great discussions!

A N N U A L C O N G R E G AT I O N A L M E E T I N G , J a n u a r y 1 3 , 2 0 1 3
Immediately Following Worship
Sonny Zurcher called the meeting to order and began with prayer. Sonny appointed Steve Stoelting as the
parliamentarian. Sonny presented the proposed agenda and seeing no objections, it was accepted by
consensus.
Sonny appointed three tellers: Mary Krauchi, Carolyn Fulk and Chloe Rhodes. Ballots were distributed.
One correction was noted for cemetery board. The names that should appear were Don Fulk and Pat Buell.
Sonny presented each nomination and asked for any additional nominations. None were presented. Steve
Stoelting moved to close the nominations, seconded by Don. Motion passed. Members were instructed to
vote. Tellers collected the ballots and exited to complete the count.
Ruth Tobias read the minutes from last year’s congregational meeting. Sonny asked for any corrections or
additions. Minutes were approved as presented.
Sonny asked for a report from the Auditing Committee. Bill Neal reported that he, Starla Wilson and Karen
Schafer were scheduled to review books but Starla was ill and unable to participate. Bill and Karen reviewed
the church and cemetery financial books and found each to be in order.
Belinda Long presented the treasurer’s report providing additional explanation as warranted. Jan
Yegerlehner moved we accept the treasurer’s report. Doug Waite seconded. Motion passed.
Doug Ream presented the proposed budget for 2013 highlighting any changes when compared to the 2011
and 2012 budget. Mary Lois Yegerlehner questioned why the 2nd mile budget line had been reduced. Doug
explained that when reviewing what we have actually used in that budget line the past few years, it seemed
appropriate to reduce this amount. Pastor Bob Wilkins asked for clarification as to what 2nd mile was. Doug
explained it goes toward local causes for families in need or local organizations. Nathan Stoelting moved
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A N N U A L C O N G R E G AT I O N A L M T G , C o n t d
approval of the proposed 2013 budget. Peggy Burger seconded. Motion passed.
Sonny invited members to review the Church School Report in the Packet.
Sonny offered Pastor David an opportunity to share any additional comments to his report. Pastor
David summarized his report highlighting scripture from Philippians 1: 3 -11. He offered thanks to all
for this opportunity to minister. Sonny thanked him for his leadership and presented him with a gift
of appreciation as he ends his interim ministry today.
Sonny encouraged everyone to review the reports included in the packet: 2012 Statistical Report,
Church Life and Fellowship Team, Worship Team, Outreach Team, Visitation Team, Christian
Education Team, Women’s Fellowship, Christian Discovery, Catherine M Clinkenbeard Trust
Committee Report and the Cemetery Report. Pastor Bob offered his thoughts on the importance of
the visitation team and reaching out to those who cannot be present with us.
Sonny announced the results presented to him from the tellers.
Elder: Steve Stoelting
Deacon: Jennifer Buell
Trustee: Sean Sinders
Cemetery Board: Pat Buell
Nominating Committee: Judy Barnhart and Nicole Buell
In Old Business, Don explained that the Clinkenbeard Trust no longer generates enough interest
income to fund scholarships and that the committee is reviewing options about how that resource
might best be utilized. Pastor David encouraged consideration of the UCC Foundation.
In New Business, Sonny highlighted the busy year of activity by the Council and encouraged
members to look for church growth in younger people.
Sonny invited Pastor David and Pastor Bob to come forward. Pastor David shared some thoughts on
this transition and reached for the altar Bible. He read some passages and passed the Cross bookmark
to Pastor Bob. Pastor Bob accepted the bookmark and promised that everything he does in his
ministry will be guided by the Word. Pastor David concluded with a word of prayer.
Ruth Tobias offered words of appreciation to the outgoing Council members and special thanks to
Sonny for his leadership.
Jack Long moved for adjournment. Doyne Youngblood seconded the motion. Motion passed.
3rd Year Elder

Sonny Zurcher

2nd Year Elder

Ruth Tobias
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Council Meeting Minutes for January 17, 2013
Council Meeting, January 17, 2013
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ met on January 17, 2013, at 7:30 pm. The
following members were present: Nathan Stoelting, Randy Collins, Sean Sinders, Joan Neal, Steve
Stoelting, Don Yegerlehner, Ruth Tobias, and Pastor Bob Wilkins.
Ruth called the meeting to order and led the devotions based on the scripture from II Corinthians 5:17.
In Jesus we can become a new person and a new church.
The agenda was accepted as printed. The minutes of the December council meeting and
congregational meeting were accepted as printed in the Olive Branch.
Ruth presented the treasurer’s report in Belinda’s absence. Randy moved to accept the treasurer’s
report; second by Steve. Motion passed. Ruth also presented the bills to be paid, explaining some
items on the list and adding Jack Stearley, who is doing the painting in the parsonage. Steve moved to
pay the bills; second by Joan. Motion passed.
The elders met with Pastor Bob prior to the Council meeting to discuss the 2013 communion schedule,
the emergency call list, and the installation of newly elected council members. Seven families on the
emergency call list will receive a telephone call because they do not have internet service. The pastor
and elders will be responsible for making the calls. The installation of new council members will be
on January 20, except for Jennifer Buell who will be installed when she returns from Florida. Nathan
moved that the communion schedule be accepted as presented; second by Randy. Motion passed.
(See attachment.)
Joan presented the 2013 special offering schedule. She explained the addition of the Veterans of the
Cross offering in July, and also that it was decided not to reinstate the Neighbors-In-Need offering
this year. Nathan moved to accept the special offering schedule as presented; second by Sean. Motion
passed. (See attachment.)
Joan also presented the monthly greeter schedule for 2013. Steve moved to accept the greeter
schedule as presented; second by Randy. Motion passed. (See attachment.)
Randy reported that Jack Stearley is doing the painting in the parsonage and hopes to finish next
Tuesday. There are several other jobs to do, including professionally cleaning the carpet.
Randy has posted a new sheet on the bulletin board for anyone to list projects that need attention
around the church. Randy also asked if anyone knew of plans to fix the broken window above the
kitchen in the balcony. The trustees will check on the window to determine what will be required to
fix it.
Ruth asked about plans for snow removal if there is another big snow. Also, Pastor Bob asked that his
name be printed on the church sign. The trustees will be responsible for these concerns.
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Council Meeting Minutes for January 17, 2013; Contd
Under Ministry Team reports, most teams will be meeting with Pastor Bob in the next few weeks.
Also, a meeting of team leaders needs to be scheduled in order to coordinate the efforts of the
different teams.
Pastor Bob reported that he is glad to be here, and thanked the church for the gift that was presented
to him at his ordination on January 6.
There were three Old Business items that were brief reports not requiring action at this time:
1.
The installation of new monitors for the sanctuary is on hold while work is being done in the
parsonage. 2. Ruth, Pastor Bob, and Laura will be meeting Sunday to discuss responsibilities of the
administrative assistant. 3. Discussion of security issues for technology equipment, including the new
monitors, will be done at a later meeting. This includes discussion of policy for the church’s website.
Under New Business, the Fellowship Team is asking for help with expenses incurred from the
fellowship meals it provides for special church events. The 2013 budget did not include an amount
for the Fellowship Team. Nathan moved that the church invite the Fellowship Team to use free-will
offerings to pay for meal expenses, and to bring to the Executive Council those expenses not covered
by free-will offerings; second by Joan. Motion passed.
Ruth reported that as many members of the Search Committee as possible are being asked to serve as
the Pastoral Relations Committee for the first year of Pastor Bob’s pastorate. They will provide
support and communication. It is suggested that an elder meet with them and they meet 4 times
during the year.
Don is the new chair of the Clinkenbeard committee, which will meet soon to make recommendations
for investing and spending the Clinkenbeard funds.
Randy will be updating the Executive Council Planning Manual.
Following a review of announcements, the next meeting was set for Thursday, February 14, at 7:30 pm
(Fellowship Committee at 6:30 pm), with Randy leading the devotions. Randy moved to adjourn the
meeting; second by Nathan. Motion passed. The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
President, Ruth Tobias

—— Secretary, Don Yegerlehner

Note: Members are reminded that council meetings are open to all members.

Clay City Food Pantry
Let us not forget our local food pantry in this month of love! The items for February are Cereals &
Instant Oatmeals. Of course there are the regular items — juice, margarine sticks, flour, sugar, liquid
vegetable oil, meats, tea, and drink mixes. Remember if you have something that needs refrigerated
let Karen Schafer know, so she can coordinate delivery! Thank you for your continued support!
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On a very cold, snowy Sunday in February, only the pastor & one farmer arrived at the village church. The pastor said,
“Well, I guess we won’t have a service today.” The farmer replied: “Heck , if even only one cow shows up at feeding-time, I
feed it..” The pastor obliged & did the entire service. As the farmer was leaving, the pastor shook his hand & said, “how
did I do?” “it was okay,” the farmer replied. “But if only one cow shows up at feed-time, I don’t drop the full load on it.”
~ Ronald E. Leese; Spring Grove, PA
From “Holy Humor” by Cal & Rose Samra
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D a i l y L e c t i o n a r y, F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 3
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February 2013 — Crossword Puzzle

From the Pastor’s Desk : When Jesus healed the 10 lepers, only one of those healed was grateful
enough to return and say, “Thank You” to the Lord. Every time I read this passage, I’m reminded of
how much I have to be thankful. Lately, I am most thankful for the Spirit leading me to Clay City
First United Church of Christ. God has blessed me far beyond what I deserve. My body may not be
suffering from the ravages of Leprosy, but I am suffering, just the same.
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21

28
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1

16

9

2

22
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15

Fri

** February Greeters: Don & Carolyn Fulk, Sonny & Jennifer Zurcher
** Sunday Alter Flowers: Diana Jackson

Thu

** Worship Leader: Dick Long

Wed

Humanity

7 7:30p Habitat for

Mon

Pastors Mtg

6 9 a Wabash Valley

Sun

Pastors Mtg

5 9 a South Clay Cty

Companions to our friends: Mark & Judy Barnhart

Discovery

27

Companions to our friends: Don & Jan Yegerlehner

20

Companions to our friends: Dale & Nora Loudermilk

13 Community Ash
Wednesday Service
@ UMC, Clay City

Companions to our friends: Ruth White

4 7:30p Christian

26

19

12

3

25

18

11

9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
**Tools of
Hope/Blanket**

10
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

17
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
**Communion**
11:30a Fellowship
Dinner & Games

24
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

Companions to our friends: Steve & Lynn Stoelting

Sat

First United Church of Christ

United In Christ
Through Service to All

6414 S County Rd 300 E
Clay City, Indiana 47841

Phone: 812-939-2520
E-mail: ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com
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Birthday Celebrations
Tara Secrest Feb 1

Richard Sinders Feb 4

Mary Krauchi Feb 15

Robert Amerman Feb 2

Holly Zurcher Feb 6

Jacqueline Amerman

Kennedy Sebastian Feb 2

Jenna Ream Feb 6

Dean Neiswinger Feb 2

Stephanie Johnson Feb 8

Myla Johnson Feb 19

Derek Youngblood Feb 2

Marlo Griffith Feb 10

Stacey Butcher-Cotter

Audrey Fritz Feb 4

Bill Tiefel Feb 15

Feb 15

Feb 27
Randy Collins Feb 28

Calendar Reminders
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

February 3rd, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship
February 4th, 7:30 pm Christian Discovery
February 5th, Clay County Pastor’s Mtg, 9:00 am
February 6th , Wabash Valley Pastor’s Mtg, 9:00 am
February 7th, Habitat for Humanity, 7:30 pm @ UMC, Centerpoint
February 10th, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship
February 14th, Fellowship & Council Mtg, 6:30 pm & 7:30 pm @ UCC
February 17th, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship (Communion)
February 17th, 11:30 am Winter Festival Dinner & Entertainment
February 24th, 9:30 am Sunday Class, 10:30 am Divine Worship

Looking Ahead …
⇒ March Greeters: Steve & Lynn Stoelting, Joy Minor, Henry & Nicole Buell; remember to arrive a few minutes
early to fold bulletin
⇒ March Companions: John & Alta Edwards, Don & Carolyn Fulk, Jack & Belinda Long, Henry & Nicole Buell
⇒ Easter Breakfast:

Directory Updates
We are busy trying to get the new directory together — but as every year your help is needed! Please review
the listings, let us know if you know of one that is incorrect, or one that needs to be removed, a birth date that
needs to be corrected — what ever it is I want to hear !! Drop an email at ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com, or put
a note in the ‘secretary’ box — please let us know though by February 15th! Thanks for all your help !!

