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“The Same”
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

Have you ever spent time looking at photographs from when you were young?
For some of us, those memories go back a long way, don’t they? Do you look
the same as you did five, ten, twenty, or fifty years ago? It can be fun to dig out
the photographs and family albums and take a little trip down memory lane as
you look at those images from times past. My wife and I have been looking at
some of our wedding photos in preparation for a display for the reception at our
son’s upcoming wedding. Sitting around the table at a family reunion and
looking through old photographs is a great way to bridge the gap between
generations, to spur conversation, and to share stories. But one thing is for
certain, looking at photos from bygone days also reminds us of an important
truth about humanity: we change! We look at the old photographs of ourselves
and we wonder, ‘Who are those people, and where did they go?’
From the moment we are conceived we age; we get older with each passing day.
Our individual looks change, our likes and dislikes change, our goals and
abilities wax and wane. In the same manner, human ideas and philosophies
change; what our culture deems as ‘popular’ or socially ‘acceptable’ shifts and
changes with great frequency through the years. The world around us is
constantly changing. Sometimes these changes happen so quickly we feel like
we’re running to “catch up”!
Isn’t it nice to know, though, that there is one person who isn’t affected by the
passing of time, whose character remains the same throughout the years? Who
is this person? It’s Jesus! In the New Testament book of Hebrews, we are
reminded, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews
13:8). This is another way of saying that He is 100% dependable – from eternity
past to forever in the future! Isn’t that great to know?
We can put our faith in Jesus because He is eternally faithful! We can trust in
His word because we will never find His word to us to be wishy-washy. We can
trust in Jesus because He will never change on a whim. When Scripture tells us
Christ loves us, we can be certain this truth will never change. When Scripture
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“The Same”, Contd
tells us Jesus cares for us today, we can rest in the fact that this will be just as
true tomorrow! Our loving Redeemer can be depended on.
The next time you find yourself looking at old photographs and thinking
wistfully about all that has changed, remember Jesus – He is eternally
faithful. His love for you will never change!
Read: Hebrews 13

“At the end of life we will not be
judged by how many diplomas
we
have received, how much money
we have made, how many great
things we have done.
We will be judged by 'I was
hungry and you gave me to eat, I
was naked and you clothed me, I

Fall Festival Fellowship Meal
Yep mark it on your calendar and get ready
for some more fun, conversation, and
fellowship! Our Fall Fellowship Meal is
scheduled for October 21st after our Sunday
Worship Service! So don’t forget to plan
accordingly, and look for more
announcements in the coming weeks!

was homeless and you took me
in.'
Hungry not only for bread -- but
hungry for love. Naked not only
for clothing -- but naked for
human dignity and respect.
Homeless not only for want of a
room of bricks -- but homeless
because of rejection..”
~ Mother Teresa

Tr u n k - o r - Tr e a t
Once again, it's time to start planning for Trunk-or-Treat. It will be on
Monday evening, October 29 from 6:30 to 8:00 on the Bob Burkle Ford
parking lot. The rain date will be Tuesday, October 30.
Last year, approximately 300 kids came through, so please plan your treats
accordingly. Everyone has always done a wonderful job decorating the
trunks, but please continue to remember to make them "kid friendly".
We had eleven trunks last year, but our
goal is to have at least fifteen this year.
There is a sheet on the bulletin board, so
please sign-up if you are willing to
participate. Because of other organizations
planning activities for that evening, we will
only be serving popcorn this year. We will
also need two people to be greeters, so be
sure to check the bulletin board and sign up
to help wherever you can.

Vol 2012, Issue 10

Page 3

Clay City Food Pantry
The October items for the Food Pantry are: Soups, Spaghetti O’s, and
feminine hygiene products. As a usual reminder don’t forget that there is a
constant need for: Juice, Margarine Sticks, Flour, Sugar, Vegetable Oil
(Liquid), Meat, Tea, Drink Mixes. Remember if you have items that need
refrigeration please contact Karen Schafer. Thank you for your continued
support and for you exceptionally generous donations!

C r o p H u n g e r Wa l k
Mark your calendars for the
Southern Clay County Crop walk
scheduled for Sunday, October
14th. As last year we will meet at
the First United Methodist Church
located at 610 Washington Street,
Clay City. We will follow the
same route as the previous year.
Registration will begin at 1:45 pm
on the 14th of October, with the
walking beginning at 2:00 pm. See Jan Yegerlehner for an envelope if your
family is participating in the walk. Please return the envelopes to Jan
Yegerlehner the morning of Sunday, October 14th or earlier so they can be
forwarded to Diedra R. with less complications. Thanks !!

“To say that I am made in the
image of God is to say that love
is the reason for my existence,
for God is love.”
Thomas A Kempis

"The Lord is my strength and
shield. I trust him with all my
heart.; He helps me, and my
heart is filled with joy. I burst out

A n g e l a L i l l y Tr i o
Join us for a special worship
service on Sunday, November
4th as we welcome a visit from
the Angela Lilly Trio!
If you haven’t gotten a chance
to hear them they are a treat
you need to enjoy! If you’ve
heard them before then I’m
sure you will want to see them
again! They bring beautiful
song to the worship of Christ!

in songs of thanksgiving."
Psalm 28:7
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Wo m e n ’s F e l l o w s h i p ( S e p t e m b e r )
For this reason, since the day we
heard about you, we have not
stopped praying for you. We
continually ask God to fill you
with the knowledge of his will
through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit
gives, so that you may live a life
worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might
so that you may have great
endurance and patience, and
giving joyful thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of his
holy people in the kingdom of
light.
Colossians 1:9-12

The Women’s Fellowship met at 12:00 pm (noon) on
September 6th at Bob & Angie’s Hometown Café for lunch
and our meeting.
Our meeting was opened by Carolyn saying “This is the Day the Lord Has
Made”. Roll call was answered by 8 members and 2 guests. Minutes were
read and treasurer’s report was given. We ha a discussion of what we will be
doing after this year. It was decided that we would get together in the
summer months just for a time of fellowship, friendship, and fun.
Mary Alice Sharp gave a thank-you for what we did for her parents during
their celebration.
The meeting was turned over to Nora who had the lesson on another woman
from the Bible, Elizabeth. Nora read scriptures from the book of Micah. As
we all know Elizabeth didn’t have any children and in those days women
who were childless were looked down upon but in her later years she finally
had a child, John. Mary went to Elizabeth for comfort and advice when she
too was going to have a baby. Who do you go to for support?
The offering was taken while Carolyn had a couple of readings, “You’re
Somebody” and “Vitamin F”.
The October 4th meeting will be with Ann Hummel at the Good Samaritan
Home in Jasonville or at the REIIN Center with Mary Sue Rupp giving the
lesson.

Notes & Reminders

The Christian Ed Team has meeting scheduled on October 28th following
worship service.
“Everybody can be great...
because anybody can serve. You

The Visitation Team will be meeting at the Pizza Gallery in Clay City on
Monday, October 22nd at 6:00 pm. All are welcome to join!

don't have to have a college
degree to serve. You don't have
to make your subject and verb
agree to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace. A soul
generated by love.”
-- Martin Luther King

Remember to watch the bulletins to see how you can support Pastor David’s
Kairos Mission.

Vol 2012, Issue 10

Page 5

Christian Discovery (August/September)
Christian Discovery had the August/September combined meeting at the
home of Cathy Long, Monday, August 27th at 7:30 pm. Joan Neal gave the
lesson on "Gentile".
There was 9 members were present with a guest, Pastor David.
Cathy Collins gave the treasurer’s report. There was a donation from the
Earl Yegerlehner’s family for assistance with Earl and Imogene's Anniversary
& Birthday celebration.
It was decided to donate $100 to "The Rock". Sign-up for "The Rock" food/
snack donation was tabled until confirmations can be made. Diane will check
with Lynn Stoelting if there is any school need of assistance.
“What I do you cannot do; but

Since this was the last lesson in our present book; we spent time reviewing
several new lesson books that Diane had brought to share.
Our next meeting will be at 7:30 pm, Monday, October 1st, at the home of
Karen Schafer. Lynn Stoelting will give the lesson.

what you do, I cannot do. The
needs are great, and none of us,
including me, ever do great
things. But we can all do small
things, with great love, and

It was announced that The Crop Walk will be held Sunday, October 14th.
Thanks to Cathy Long for our yummy refreshments.

together we can do something
wonderful.”
Mother Teresa

T h a n k s ! ! F r o m J o A n n e Yo u n g b l o o d
Thank you for your thoughts and
prayers, cards, calls, etc. the past few
weeks. It is good to have a caring
church family. I have had several tests
and we were most thankful to get good
reports on the biopsies, considering my
past history. It has been determined my
problem is in my digestive tract. This
can be treated with diet (imagine me on
a diet!). I’m improving some and look
forward to more better days ahead. My
family is keeping a close watch on me
— making sure I follow doctor’s orders! Thanks again, Sincerely, JoAnne
Youngblood
** the original card from JoAnne will be on the foyer bulletin board

"The purpose of prayer is not to
influence God to grant you
special favors, but rather to
remind yourself that you are
always connected to God. Dr.
Wayne W. Dyer, Author
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C o u n c i l M e e t i n g M i n u t e s f o r S e p t e m b e r 11 , 2 0 1 2
First United Church of Christ — Executive Council Meeting
September 11, 2012 7:30pm
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ was called to order by Sonny Zurcher. The
following members were present: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner, Mark Barnhart, Joan
Neal, Rusty Rhodes, Belinda Long, and Pastor David Jennys.
Joan shared devotions referencing Luke 11: 33. She shared a story of a man who built a beautiful
church but without any lamps. Instead he gave each family a lamp to bring with them to church and
explained that the only way light could be enjoyed was through their presence. Each of us has our
own unique light to share with the world and it cannot be effective if it is hidden. She closed with a
word of prayer.
In addition, Sonny offered a moment of concern to reflect on the date of 9/11 and asked that we
remember the individuals and families who made sacrifices on that day. He recounted someone he
knew that had been lost through the tragic events of the day.
The agenda was accepted as presented. The secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed in the Olive
Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurers report for July and August. Joan moved to accept the treasurers
report, seconded by Mark. Motion passed. Belinda presented the bills for July and August. Mark
moved we pay the bills, seconded by Don. Motion passed.
The Elders met with Pastor David prior to the meeting to develop the agenda. Concern was raised
about retrieving the answering machine messages. After discussion, it was recommended we
determine if the messages can be retrieved from another location and if not, a new message should be
recorded to offer another phone number in the event someone needs a response within the next 24
hours.
Deacons proposed we use second mile monies to support the Clay County Cooperative Benevolence
Ministry. They provide emotional, physical and spiritual support to those in need. They also proposed
we use second mile monies to send a contribution to Light House Mission. Mark moved we send $400
to Light House Mission and $250 to the Clay County Cooperative Benevolence Ministry. Don
seconded the motion and it passed.
A question was raised about when we last had collected a special offering for Neighbors in Need, Don
stated he believed it was in the 90’s and our congregation had stopped using that as one of our special
offerings because that money was going through the Homeland Board which supported a number of
social issues inconsistent with our congregation’s beliefs.
Another question was raised if we needed to consider including in next year’s budget monies to
repairs the Centennial roof which was installed in 1954.
In the Trustees report, Rusty thanked Jack and Dick Long for their help in the removal of the old
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C o u n c i l M e e t i n g M i n u t e s f o r S e p t e m b e r 11 , 2 0 1 2 ; C o n t d
swing set and dead tree In addition, Kyler Rhodes assisted to prepare the site for the new swing set.
The swing set has received an initial staining but will need a second coat next summer and then about
every three years after that. The water fountain has been repaired and more doors have been painted.
The gas contract was secured through Hoosier Propane at $1 .49/gallon for 2800 gallons. Mark made a
motion we use the memorial money for Don and Gwen Amerman to pay for the new refrigerator
($615.00). The motion was seconded by Don and passed. The facility guidelines were presented with
amendments from the last meeting. Sonny reported that Cathy Long has agreed to assist with
communicating with families and sharing the guidelines with them. Don moved we adopt the new
guidelines, seconded by Mark. Motion passed. It was also reported one of the plug ins in the pastors
study needs to be checked out. Apparently, Pastor David got an unexpected shock.
The Outreach Team reported they had received word from Samaritans Purse complimenting the idea
to do a ‘Christmas in July’ project. Undie Sunday was a big success and items have been distributed
with any remaining supply going to the group SOS. The Christian Education Team started a new
series for the adult Sunday School class on Peter and Paul. The Worship Team continues to be
concerned with the Lack of interest in the Christmas Eve Service. The Visitation Team requests anyone
interested to consider joining their team.
The Search Committee continues their work and have conducted three interviews but have not yet
extended any further invitation to potential candidates. The committee is working well together and
Nicole Buell has stepped up while Terry Moon is gone on a work assignment to assist in coordinating
the activities of the committee.
Pastor David reported that he only has two more projects to complete in his UCC Polity course work.
He requests to be absent on November 4th to work with the Kairos Ministry Project. He would be
gone November 1st through the 4th. Mark made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Joan.
Motion passed, Joan suggested we contact Meg Dul to see if she would be available that date Ruth
will email her. Don asked if Pastor David needed any support for his Kairos Ministry? David reported
he would again need cookies, posters and $250 ($125 for himself and $125 for an inmate).
Additionally, Gary Francis from the Friendly Open Bible Church is also participating in this protect
and may appreciate support. Sonny requested that Pastor David share about this project in an
upcoming Worship Service.
In Old Business, the memorial monies for Wilma Buell were discussed Further communication has
been shared with the Buell family. After discussion, Rusty made a motion we use the money to
construct a new church sign and if any funds remained they be assigned as seed money for the 1959
roof repair. The motion was seconded by Joan. Motion passed.
Sonny reported he continues to coiled items to add to the tasks for the Administrative Assistant and
Clerical Volunteer to put in the Planning Manual.
In New Business, Sonny shared that he felt if monitors were placed in the sanctuary it would afford
the Pastor arid Worship Team more flexibility in selecting special music and visual aids for the
service. Sonny shared information about the differences between plasma and LCD screens. After
discussion, Mark made a motion we purchase flat screens with the leftover memorial monies or
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C o u n c i l M e e t i n g M i n u t e s f o r S e p t e m b e r 11 , 2 0 1 2 ; C o n t d
undesignated funds. Ruth seconded the motion and suggested that Randy, Sonny and Laura work
together to determine what will work with our other technology. Motion passed.
In announcements, Jess Thomason will be our guest speaker on September Our next Council meeting
will be Tuesday, October 9 and Sonny will have devotions.
Mark moved for adjournment. Rusty seconded that motion. Motion passed
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D a i l y L e c t i o n a r y, O c t o b e r 2 0 1 2

“I am busily engaged in the study of the Bible. I believe it is God’s word because it finds me where I
am.” ~ “I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good of the Savior of the
world is communicated to us through the Book.” Abraham Lincoln
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Birthday Celebrations
Luke Yegerlehner, Oct 1

Lori Lell, Oct 10

Claudia Burger, Oct 24

Dylan Reagan, Oct 2

Sean Sinders, Oct 12

Lisa Miller, Oct 25

Logan Stoelting, Oct 3

Madaline Brown, Oct 15

Marjorie Zurcher, Oct 26

Diana Jackson, Oct 4

Roger Rhodes, Oct 16

Christy Fulk, Oct 27

Cindy Wagle, Oct 4

Brett Stallcop, Oct 16

Heather Whitesell, Oct 28

Sophie Stallcop, Oct 5

Brenna Stallcop, Oct 17

Judy Kirkling, Oct 30

Jeff Hyatt, Oct 7

Jennifer Buell, Oct 20

Joe Villain, Oct 30

Nathan Owen, Oct 8

Hannah Villain, Oct 21

Susan Rhodes, Oct 30

Debra Yegerlehner, Oct 8
Mary Lois Yegerlehner,

Callie Ream, Oct 23

Mahala Burger, Oct 29

Oct 9

Calendar Reminders
⇒ October 1st, Christian Discovery, 7:30 pm, Hostess Karen Shafer
⇒ October 4th, Women’s Fellowship Meeting
⇒ October 4th, Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm @ UMC,

Centerpoint
October 7th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Divine Worship, 10:30 am; World Communion Service
October 9th, Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm
October 9th, Executive Council Mtg, 7:30 pm
October 14th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
October 14th, Crop Walk, Registration 1:45 pm @ First UMC, Clay City, Walk @ 2:00 pm
October 21st, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm Fall Fellowship
Dinner; Apollos Special Offering Sunday
⇒ October 28th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
⇒ October 28th, Community Thanksgiving Service, 6:00 pm, Beech Methodist Church, Coal City
⇒ Trunk-or-Treat, 6:30 pm @ Burkle Ford Parking Lot
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

Looking Ahead …
⇒ November Greeters: Don & Jan Yegerlehner, Nathan & Bethany Stoelting, John & Ruth Schafer; remember
to arrive a few minutes early to fold bulletin

November Companions: Starla Wilson, Randy & Cathy Collins, Paul & Shari Sinders, Dean & Nancy
Hyatt
⇒ Thanksgiving Dinner Committee: Sonny & Jennifer Zurcher*, Wayne & Peggy Burger, Dale & Nora
Lowdermilk, Chloe Rhodes, Cindy Wagle
⇒

