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“ A Tr e e , A B u i l d i n g , A H e a l t h C l u b ”
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

Have you ever looked at a tree and thought of thankfulness? Have you ever
looked at a house being built and thought of being thankful? Have you ever
passed a health club and given thanks? I can’t say I have either! But these are
the images that the Apostle Paul uses to describe the practice of being thankful.
In Colossians 2:6 & 7, Paul wrote, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as
Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in faith
as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” “Overflowing with
thankfulness,” that’s a great image at the end of verse 7, isn’t it? What might
cause you to overflow with thankfulness?
All too often we go through our daily lives and take for granted the many
blessings that we enjoy. All too often we neglect to give thanks for these gifts of
life. Paul reminds us that when we focus on God and God’s grace through Jesus
Christ, we are showered with reasons to be thankful. Though we are buffeted by
the storms of life, we stand firm in thankfulness like a tree deeply rooted in the
ground. Though heartaches and tragedies may rock us to the core, we stand firm
like a building securely anchored by a well-built foundation. Though we may
struggle with situations that threaten our faith and confidence in God, we are
strengthened as a body through exercise.
Do you feel run down and discouraged these days? Then look to God to
strengthen you and to keep you rooted with a firm foundation in God’s truths
and promises. As we celebrate this holiday season of Thanksgiving, let us
remember that when we turn to God, our lives will overflow with reasons to give
thanks. And, when we overflow with thankfulness, we become a blessing to
others as well.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for showering us with so many blessings! Help us to
turn to you so that our lives will overflow with thankfulness, and that we will be
able to be a blessing to others. Amen.
For further reading: Colossians 2:6-15
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Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal
Join us Sunday, November 11th for our
Annual Fellowship Thanksgiving Meal
after Sunday Service. The committee is
supplying the turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, and noodles — so bring a dish to
add to the menu and share! Please bring
your own table service. Stay after dinner
for a few games the committee has to share
with us —— make a little more room for
those desserts!

He stilled the storm to a whisper;

A n g e l a L i l l y Tr i o

the waves of the sea were

A reminder that the Angela
Lilly Trio will be providing us a
musical Sunday Worship
Service on November 4th! Join
us in hearing their joyous
voices!

hushed.
They were glad when it grew
calm,
and he guided them to their
desired haven.
Let them give thanks to

If you haven’t gotten a chance
to hear them they are a treat
you need to enjoy! If you’ve
heard them before then I’m
sure you will want to see them
again! They bring beautiful
song to the worship of Christ!

the Lord for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for
mankind.
Let them exalt him in the
assembly of the people
and praise him in the council
of the elders.
~ Psalm 107:29-32

Clay City Food Pantry
The November items for the Food Pantry are: Instant Potatoes, Instant
Pudding (preferable vanilla & chocolate), Jello, Ramon Noodles, and ‘Just
Add Water’ Cookie Mixes. As a usual reminder don’t forget that there is a
constant need for: Juice, Margarine Sticks, Flour, Sugar, Vegetable Oil
(Liquid), Meat, Tea, Drink Mixes. Remember if you have items that need
refrigeration please contact Karen Schafer. Thank you for your continued
support and for you exceptionally generous donations!
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Christian Discovery (August/September)
Christian Discovery met at the home of Cathy Long, 7:30 pm, Monday
evening August 27th; Joan Neal had the lesson on "Gentile".
The meeting consisted of 9 members present and Pastor David. Cathy Collins
gave treasurer’s report. There was a donation from the Earl Yegerleghner
family for assistance with Earl's and Imogene's celebration.
It was decided to provide a $100 donation to "The Rock". Sign-up for "The
Rock" food and snacks was tabled until further confirmation is available.
Diane Moon will check with Lynn Stoelting to confirm any donation needs
for the Clay Community Schools.
Since this was the last lesson in our books; we reviewed new lesson books
provided by Diane.

“We ought to shout out
our thanksgiving as if every war

Christian Discovery will have their next meeting on October 1st, at Karen
Schafers’ home, Lynn Stoelting will have the lesson
The Crop Walk will be Sunday, October 14th at 2:00 pm. We appreciate
Cathy Long’s gracious hosting along with the delicious refreshments.

were over; as if there were no
more big taxes; as if there were
no sickness, no crime.”
~ John R. Rice

Christian Discovery (October)
The Christian Discovery October meeting was at the home of Karen Schafer,
on Monday, October 1st, at 7:30 pm. There were 8 members present at the
meeting.

“We would worry less if we
praised more. Thanksgiving is
the enemy of discontent and
dissatisfaction.”

The lesson was led by Lynn Stoelting, "The Promise of Jesus" taken from our
new lesson book: "The Shelter of God's Promises". The lesson also consisted
of a 25 minute video and lesson: "Our God is a promise making God and a
promise keeping God".
Old business: Lynn Stoelting reported that there will probably be a need for
some coats for the Clay City Elementary School. It was discussed that "The
Rock" has received a grant for food snacks but are still in need of drinks and
cookies. Drinks, juice boxes, are to be brought to the church Sunday. Cookies
can be taken there or call Laura Wells. It was decided to send gift cards from
Wal-Mart to our college church members. Peggy will purchase 7 gift cards
for this purpose.
The Crop Walk is scheduled for Sunday, October 12th. Jan had the donation
envelopes and informed us a need for 6 dozen cookies. Marlene and Lynn
offered to supply the needed cookies.
The new lesson books decided upon ran a cost of $9 each and is payable to
the treasurer.

~ Harry Ironside
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Christian Discovery (October), Contd
Come, let us sing for joy to
the Lord; let us shout aloud to the
Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with
thanksgiving and extol him with
music and song.
For the Lord is the great God, the

It was announced that our winter social outing is scheduled for Saturday,
November 17th, we will be attending the Myers Dinner Theatre in Hillsboro,
Indiana, at 6:00 pm. Those planning to attend will need to notify Diane
Moon by next Sunday to confirm reservations.
Project for November will be a Thanksgiving need. We appreciate Karen &
Starla for the delicious refreshments, and the use of their home.

great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the
earth, and the mountain peaks
belong to him.
The sea is his, for he made it, and

The next Christian Discovery meeting is scheduled for November 5th at 7:30
pm, hosted by Cathy Collins, the lesson will be given by Peggy Burger. The
planned lesson will be a continuation the prior lesson, 3rd, 4th, and 5th
day: pages 21 thru 30. All women in the church are invited to join us in our
upcoming meeting.

his hands formed the dry land.
Come, let us bow down in
worship, let us kneel before
the Lord our Maker;
~ Psalm 95:1-6

Wo m e n ’s F e l l o w s h i p ( O c t o b e r )
The Women’s Fellowship met on October 4th, 2012 at Shakamak Good
Samaritan Home located in Jasonville, Indiana, to share our monthly
meeting with Ann Hummel.
Carolyn opened the meeting by saying “Dare to Soar”. Roll call was
answered by 6 members and 2 guests; minutes were read and the treasurer’s
report was given.

Give us this day our daily
bread, O Father in heaven, and
grant that we who are filled with
good things from Your open hand,
may never close our hearts to the
hungry, the homeless, and the
poor; in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
- from the abbey of New
Clairvaux, Viña, California

We had a very short business meeting. Our November meeting, scheduled
for November 1st, will be hosted by Judy Carl. Our December meeting,
scheduled for December 6th, was discussed, more information to follow, but
new-born baby gifts will be brought to the meeting for a Union Hospital
donation. We will try to help Christian Discovery on some of their up
coming projects. Then the group was asked, “if prayer was your job would
you still be employed”.
The meeting was turned over to Mary Sue Rupp for the lesson, a lesson on
rocks. She brought 2 long tables full of different kinds of rocks. She said their
were 3 kinds of rocks also 3,000 minerals that make up rocks to determine
luster, color, how it breaks apart and hardness. I can’t pronounce their
names let alone spell them. Some rocks even run our computers. It was a
very interesting lesson on some very beautiful rocks.
We ended the afternoon by visiting with Ann Hummel. We hoped she
would enjoy being with us as much as we enjoyed being with her.
Next meeting, on Thursday, November 1st, will be at Judy Carl’s home, she
also will have the lesson.
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I t ’s A M u r d e r M y s t e r y !
Don’t forget about the Murder Mystery Dinner Theater at The Rock this
November 9th, 10th, & 11th — tickets are still available for Friday, the 9th &
Sunday, the 11th. The cost is $18 per person — which will go to the support
of the ministries of The Rock for our community youth.

F r o m C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n Te a m
During the month of November we will be concluding our video and bible
study of Peter and Paul during the Sunday School hour. The team has been
making preparation for the Advent season. This year our study will be "A
Different Kind of Christmas" by Mike Slaughter based on his book
“Christmas is Not Your Birthday". There is an accompanying devotional to
go with this study. If any one would like a copy of this devotional for $9.00,
let one of the team members know by November 15th.

O God, when I have food,
help me to remember the hungry;
When I have work,
help me to remember the jobless;
When I have a home,
help me to remember those who
have no home at all;

Again this year we are providing advent devotionals for every family titled
"Awaiting the Wonder" that will be distributed this month. The children and
youth will also receive their own advent activities. Please join us at 9:30 am
every Sunday for a time of fellowship and study.

When I am without pain,
help me to remember those who
suffer,
And remembering,

Thanksgiving Blessings & Giving

help me to destroy my
complacency;
bestir my compassion,

From the Deacons:
" The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed, those who help others are
helped." Proverbs 11:25

and be concerned enough to
help;
By word and deed,
those who cry out for what we

On November 25th we will be receiving our traditional Thanks Offering
during service, this year’s the offering will be given to our local food pantry.

take for granted.
Amen.
~ Samuel F. Pugh

Leading By Serving:
Leading By Serving has asked our church to help them with their food
drive. Please bring in a wide variety of food items on Sunday November
11th, I believe these will be items that could be used for Thanksgiving
Baskets. Please contact Susan Rhodes for further details.
From Andrew Waite:
I would like to thank everyone who remembered me with prayers and cards
while I was gone. I also want to thank Pastor David for his visits to
Branchville and my new home in Clay City.

Help Me Thanksgiving Day
Prayer
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Council Meeting Minutes for October 9, 2012
First United Church of Christ, Executive Council Meeting, October 9, 2012, 7:30 pm
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ was called to order by Sonny Zurcher. The
following members were present: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner, Mark Barnhart, Joan
Neal, Doug Ream, Randy Collins, Rusty Rhodes, Belinda Long, and Pastor David Jennys.
Sonny shared devotions that challenged us to consider our walk together as Christians. If we disagree,
we should talk to the person, not about the person. We should not let things fester but discuss our
concerns. Unity in Christ does not have to mean uniformity in all our ideas. We are encouraged to
pray over our differences. In addition, Sonny added that the Search Committee would be talking with
a candidate on October 10th. He closed with a word of prayer.
The agenda was accepted with minor changes. The secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed in
the Olive Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurer’s report highlighting that our insurance rate increased by $938 this
year. Don moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Mark. Motion passed. Belinda
presented the bills and Joan added one for $78.50 from the purchase of Advent materials. Randy
moved we pay the bills, seconded by Doug. Motion passed. Belinda also presented a three quarter
summary to see how we are running in comparison to the budget. The one line item that appears will
go over is our gas bill which we have already spent 93% of the budgeted amount. Otherwise all lines
are running as anticipated. Belinda shared that she had received an inquiry from conference about our
anticipated budgeted amount for OCWM in the coming year. She explained to them that there was no
longer a line item in our budget for OCWM but rather it was a designated special offering on all 5th
Sundays throughout the year. Belinda reported that the exact amount remaining in the memorial that
was undesignated is $1,980.33.
Sonny raised the issue about the Neighbors in Need no longer being a special offering. Don offered an
overview about the history of that fund and explained that it has now been reorganized and may not
present the conflict it did several years ago when it was eliminated as one of our special offerings. It
was suggested the Deacons might revisit that as the Special Offerings are considered for 2013.
The Elders met with Pastor David prior to the meeting to develop the agenda. The Elders confirmed
that the Angela Lily Trio will be here for a special service on November 4th when Pastor David is
away for his Kairos Ministry. Doug moved that we cover expenses for the group if funds are lacking
in the free will offering. Joan seconded. Motion passed. In addition, Meg Dul is scheduled to fill the
pulpit on December 30th when Pastor David is taking a vacation Sunday. On November 25th, Pastor
David is planning a Remembrance Service and will put something in the Olive Branch to see if anyone
has a family member they wish to remember during the service.
Deacons reported that will provided assistance to a family to keep utilities on in the amount of
$434.96. In addition they will be meeting in the coming weeks to work on the 2013 budget.
The Trustees reported there will be a fall work day but a date has not yet been set. Sonny asked if
there any fall landscaping plans for the parsonage. At this time, it will probably wait until spring.
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Council Meeting Minutes for October 9, 2012; Contd
Randy raised a question about considering some potential long term projects like the belfry and the
roof on the parsonage. Pastor David did share that there seem to be an abundance of insects at the
parsonage and there may be a need to consider spraying.

The Worship Team and Christian Education Teams have met to make preparations for Advent and
Christmas Eve. Dick and Judy Carl will be leaving the Worship Team as they have decided they can
no longer make the drive from Ellettsville to attend on a regular basis.
Pastor David reported that he has one more project to complete in his UCC Polity course work. He
will be absent on November 4th to work with the Kairos Ministry Project. Pastor David will also be
participating as one of the actors in the Rock’s upcoming murder mystery on November 9th, 10th and
11th.
In Old Business, Randy has begun to do some preliminary research on the monitors for the sanctuary.
Sonny will be meeting with Laura Miller and Cathy Long to review the tasks for the Administrative
Assistant and Clerical Volunteer to put in the Planning Manual.
In New Business, Sonny recommended we consider some security devices for the church property to
deter individuals seeking to steal or damage property. Also in New Business, individuals are needed
to investigate and make recommendations concerning the construction of a new church sign. The
church sign will be paid for with the Wilma Buell memorial funds. One resource shared by another
church was Stewartsigns.com. Randy wondered if Vern Tichner might be interested in this project. We
may also want to consider any potential landscaping needs as a whole as it relates to this endeavor.
Sonny will make a plea about this for volunteers.
Our next Council meeting will be Monday, November 12th and Don will have devotions.
Randy moved for adjournment. Don seconded that motion. Motion passed.
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Council Meeting Minutes for October 14, 2012
First United Church of Christ, Executive Council Meeting,
October 14, 2012 Immediately following Worship
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ was called to order by Sonny Zurcher.
The following members were present: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner, Mark
Barnhart, Joan Neal, Doug Ream, Randy Collins, Rusty Rhodes, Nathan Stoelting, Belinda
Long, Nicole Buell and Pastor David Jennys.
Sonny shared that the Search Committee was seeking guidance from the Council about a potential
candidate request. Nicole Buell shared that one of the candidates the committee feels has genuine
interest would like some assurance that their years of experience will be reflected in the base salary
offer and in addition that a target amount for home equity be included in the benefit package.
After discussion, the Council advised that we would certainly consider someone’s years of experience
but could not guarantee a particular amount. Based on our current giving, it appears the base salary
target could be a realistic goal but the home equity guarantee may not.
Several members thanked Nicole for the ongoing work of the Search Committee and acknowledged
how challenging and time consuming the process can be. If additional clarifications are needed, the
committee is encourage to seek guidance in the future.
By consensus, the meeting was adjourned.

Notes & Reminders
Please note that there has been a calendar change - the November Council Meeting has been changed to
Monday, November 12th. There will be a special financial meeting at 5:30 pm, the Fellowship
Meeting at 6:30 pm, with the Executive Council meeting at 7:30 pm
Visitation Team meeting will be meeting, Monday, November 26h at 5:00 pm at the Pizza Gallery
During the Sunday, November 25th service Pastor David will be having a special
‘Service of Remembrance’. If you have someone you would like remembered
during the service, please let Pastor David know, he will be reading their name and
a candle will be lit in remembrance of them.
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D a i l y L e c t i o n a r y, N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 2

We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven; we have
been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown
in numbers, wealth, and power as no other nation has ever grown.
~ Abraham Lincoln, at Thanksgiving time during the Civil War, 1863
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Birthday Celebrations
Marla Owen, Nov 1
Jennifer Zurcher, Nov 1

Gavin Butcher-Cotter,
Nov 13

Wayne Burger, Nov 19
Aysiah Hernandez, Nov 21

Morgan Booe, Nov 2

Louise Griffith, Nov 15

Brad Jackson, Nov 23

Aubrie Owen, Nov 2

Cathy Collins, Nov 15

Annette Ream, Nov 23

Haleigh Villain, Nov 3

Monika Kirkling, Nov 15

Mazie Stoelting, Nov 23

Nora Lowdermilk, Nov 9

Lynn Stoelting, Nov 15

Kelsie Fischer, Nov 27

Steven Waite, Nov 9

David Fulk, Nov 15

Courtney Thomson, Nov 29

Rose Barnhart, Nov 11

Karen Schafer, Nov 15

Kate Yegerlehner, Nov 30

Peggy Burger, Nov 12

Ruth Tobias, Nov 18

Calendar Reminders
⇒ November 1st, Women’s Fellowship Meeting
⇒ November 1st, Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm @ UMC,
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

Centerpoint
November 4th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Special Musical Worship
Service with The Angela Lilly Trio, 10:30 am
November 5th, Christian Discovery, 7:30 pm, Hostess Cathy Collins
November 11th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am, Annual Thanksgiving
Fellowship Dinner, Noon
November 12th, Special Financial Mtg, 5:30 pm, Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm, Executive Council Mtg,
7:30 pm
November 18th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
November 25th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship with Communion & Service of
Remembrance, 10:30 am, Thanks Giving Offering
November 26th, Visitation Team Meeting, 5:00 pm at Pizza Gallery, Clay City.

Looking Ahead …
⇒ December Greeters: Doug & Annette Ream, Jack & Belinda Long, Mary Krauchi; remember to arrive a few
minutes early to fold bulletin

December Companions: Marla Owens, John & Ruth Schafer, Rusty & Susan Rhodes, Joy Minor, &
Kate Yegerlehner
⇒ Christmas Decorating, Sunday, December 2nd, after worship service
⇒

