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“Dwelling In The Shelter”
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

My family and I used to live in an old house that had some strange quirks in how it was
constructed. One day I became curious by the fact that there was an attic-style
ventilation grill visible from the outside of the house but was on the level of the second
story. A ventilation grill like this is usually positioned up in the gable area above the
living rooms of the house, but this vent was not in a place where you would expect to
see one. The more I thought about it, the more odd it seemed because that was not the
part of the house where there was an attic (at least, not that I knew of). Well, curious
now, I climbed up into the unfinished attic space above the bedrooms and stepped
across the joists to the place where I had seen the vent from the outside. Much to my
surprise, I discovered a three-foot wide gap that ran the length of the second floor
between the upstairs bedrooms and the outside wall. Cool! – I just had found a “secret”
room in our house! My imagination began to run wild: “Wow, if our house had been
built in Holland, that space could have been used to hide Jews from the Nazis! Or if we
had lived in our house before the Civil War, we could have sheltered escaping slaves
seeking freedom along the “Underground Railroad.”” Well, our house was built in
Indiana around the turn of the 20th century, so neither of these scenarios were possible,
but finding this hiding place pricked my family’s imagination for a while.
Discovering the secret room in my house reminded me of Psalm 91:1 & 2, which says:
“Those who live in the shelter of the Most High, will find rest in the shadow of the
Almighty. This I declare about the LORD: God alone is my refuge and my place of
safety, my God in whom I trust.” I like how this psalm begins in the King James
Version when it says: “He that dwelleth in the secret place…” However these verses
are translated, they provide us with a wonderful image of God’s faithful protection for
those who trust in God. But, which is it, “shelter” or “hiding place”? The Hebrew word
used in the beginning of v.1 of the psalm allows for both translations and both versions
reflect the multiple meaning of the Hebrew word. This makes sense when you think
about it: Sometimes one is protected by taking refuge in a shelter that is an obvious and
visible place; someone who would think to do you harm knows where you are but
cannot harm you because you are too well protected. On other occasions one is
protected because their location is a secret to their enemy; this is what the police do in
the witness protection program for a witness whose life is in danger, the authorities
provide a secret refuge (a “safe house”) where they will be protected until they can
testify in the trial. In either case – whether the place of safety is a known shelter or is
instead a secret place, the psalm writer reminds us that we are kept safe when we take
our refuge in God.
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“Dwelling In The Shelter”, Contd

Where we love is home, home
that our feet may leave, but not
our hearts. ~ Oliver Wendell
Holmes
Where is home? Home is where
the heart can laugh without

There is a problem, though in pondering the protection that God provides.
Trusting in God does not necessarily spare us from the hurts of this sinwracked world. Those who trust in God will still have to deal with the effects
of aging, accidents, illnesses and emotional bumps in the road. What does the
psalm writer mean then, when writing about God’s protection, shelter and
refuge (The New International Version also uses the word “fortress”)? This
is a serious question, but it need not drive us to despair or skepticism. I
believe that this passage is teaching us that those who put their trust in God
find shelter for their souls. The protection that God provides does some times
include physical protection, but more so, we find rest and refuge in our
emotions: God provides the believer assurance of being loved and confidence
of their purpose in life and peace of mind in troubling situations and
affirmation of their value as a unique human being. These things can be a
rare commodity in a world that seeks to devalue human life and delights in
tearing down what is good and true. So put your trust in God’s sheltering
love and grace. No matter what problem you face, God is available to help,
heal and provide wholeness to your life.

shyness. Home is where the
heart's tears can dry at their own
pace. ~ Vernon Baker

Read Psalm 91: This psalm is often a comfort to those in the military. After
you read the psalm, say a prayer for our soldiers, marines, airmen, and
sweamen in harm’s way that need God’s sheltering presence.

We're all just walking each other
home. ~ Ram Dass
Home is a shelter from storms,
all sorts of storms. ~William J.
Bennett
The light is what guides you
home, the warmth is what keeps
you there. ~ Ellie Rodriguez
We need not join the mad rush to
purchase an earthly fallout
shelter. God is our eternal fallout

Psalm 91:
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” Surely he will
save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his
feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and
rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the
pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may
fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. You will only
observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. If you say, “The LORD is my
refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no disaster
will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all
your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a
stone. You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the
serpent. “Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he
acknowledges my name. He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him and show him my
salvation. ”

shelter. – Martin Luther King, Jr.

New Church Roof
I am so weak that I can hardly
write, I cannot read my Bible, I
cannot even pray, I can only lie
still in God’s arms like a little
child, and trust. – Hudson Taylor

We are sure that everyone has seen the new roof, isn’t it nice! A big thank
you too all those that provided donations for the new roof !!
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Vi s i t a t i o n Te a m
The Visitation Team will have their next meeting at the Pizza Gallery on
Thursday, May 24, at 6 pm. Anyone interested in joining this ministry team
is invited to attend the meeting or speak to any team member to get more
information.

"“Whereas the public means of
grace (such as church services)

Pastoral Search

will do a lot of good to other
Christians, those of us who are

The Search Committee continues to review candidate profiles. They had two
candidates that they met with. The first candidate they mutually decided
was not a good fit at this time but would keep this candidate in our prayers.
The second candidate they thought would fit well but felt they weren’t what
the church is seeking as a whole. At this time they are continuing to search
for the candidate that is called to our church. Please keep the committee in
your prayers as they continue our pastoral search.

pastors have to rely a lot more
on the private means of grace.”
― Thomas K. Ascol
God enters by a private door into
every individual.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Te a m L e a d e r s - C h r i s t i a n E d - Wa b a s h Va l l e y

I never knew how to worship
until I knew how to love.

Please mark your calendars —-

Henry Ward Beecher

The Christian Ed Team will be meeting Saturday, May 12th at 9:00 am.
All Team Leaders, there is a Team Leaders meeting scheduled for May 17th,
at 7:30 pm.

One of the hardest jobs in
ministry is keeping your own
relationship with God where it

The Wabash Valley Association Meeting is scheduled for May 6th, 3:00 pm at
the Saron UCC in Linton, Indiana.

Correction !!
Please note that we want to issue a written correction to our Easter
Remembrances from our April 2012 Olive Branch. The Easter Remember for
Don & Carolyn Fulk was printed as ‘Max Fulk’ but should have been in
remembrance of their grandson, Alex Fulk along with other family and
friends. Our greatest apologies to the entire Fulk family.

Food Pantry
Food Pantry items for May are pancake mix, syrup, and cake frosting.
Additional and ongoing needs are -- juice, margarine, flour, sugar, vegetable
oil (liquid), tea, drink mix, and meat. Thank you for your generous support.

needs to be. ~ Harold Warner
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Ma-Da-Fa-So Banquet
The MaDaFaSo Banquet is being planned, the word is that we are to be quite
entertained! Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 10th at 6:30 pm — the
banquet this year will be held at the MCL Cafeteria located at the Meadows
Shopping Center in Terre Haute, Indiana. Keep your ears open for more
details on the entertainment, car pooling information, and any other tidbits
of information as the plans for the banquet are finalized.

Va c a t i o n B i b l e S c h o o l
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you. ~ Mark

Check out the flyer for Vacation Bible School in our newsletter! Pass the
information around, share with friends and family! Let everyone know when
the Community VBS is happening! More information about you can help
will be announced.

16:7
Dear God, as I rejoice in the news of
Christ’s resurrection, may I discover
again all the ways in which He comes to
greet me in the living of my life today.
Amen

Thanks, Blessing, & Prayers
“A big thank you to everyone who supported me in my Kairos (prison)
ministry weekend by making posters, baking cookies, making financial gifts,
and for praying. Truly you went into the prison with me, and we together
offered the Jesus Christ!” ~ Pastor David

… Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” ~ John 20:19b
Jesus, stand among us with Your risen
power. May the peace which comes from
You endow us with power to lift this world
nearer to the light and peace which is
above. Amen
Little children, let us love, not in word or
speech, but in truth and action. ~ I John

We would like to extend a BIG thank you for the help we received for the
annual Easter Egg Hunt. Thank you for the candy donations and for all the
snack food that was provided for the children. Also, thank you to Pastor
David for his insight on clever hiding places for the older children. We
had wonderful weather this year for our egg hunt with 22 egg hunters. We
greatly appreciate the help everyone provided. ~ Annette and Anita
Thanks to all for the free will offering to support the Gideons! We provided
them with $378.00 to continue their work throughout the world.

3:18
Lord, You loved me enough to lay down
Your life for me. Help me to let Your love
make me the kind of person who passes on
that love by caring for others. Amen.

Thank you to everyone on the Fellowship & Outreach Teams in providing
food for the Mission Meal. We raised around $400.00! Thank you to Susan &
Randy for providing more information on Missions to us, and for everyone
that stayed and enjoyed the meal and fellowship with one another. ~ Diane
Moon
We would like to thank everyone who remembered Joann over the years and
during her recent illness and passing with thoughts and prayers, visits,
food, cards, flowers, and memorial gifts. Thanks to Pastor David and Don
Yegerlehner for their prayers, cards, visits, and message at the service. We
appreciate everything you have done. God bless you. ~ Glenden Yegerlehner
& Family; Debra, Tony, Thea, Michael, Nancy and Brian
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F r o m t h e O u t r e a c h Te a m
The Outreach Team continues to look for ways to reach out to those in our
community and beyond. We have several projects planned for the year and
we hope everyone will become involved.

“"The spirit of Christ is the spirit
of missions. The nearer we get to
Him, the more intensely
missionary we become." ~ Henry
Martyn, missionary to India and

We continue to collect pop tabs, medicine bottles, and labels and box tops for
education. A packet of box tops and labels will be sent to Crossroad in Fort
Wayne at the beginning of June. If you are saving these at home and would
like to have them included in this mailing, please bring them to the church
by May 27.
We will be ending our knitting project of blanket squares at the end of May.
The last box will be sent at the beginning of June. If you have squares at
home, please bring those to the church by May 27 also. We are looking into
another project to replace this one.

Persia
"World missions was on God's
mind from the beginning." ~Dave

Another opportunity to serve will be coming in June. The IN-KY Conference
Disaster and Preparedness Team is planning a mission trip to Kentucky the
last two weeks of June. It would be great to have a team from our church to
take part. Please contact Randy Collins for more details.

Davidson
"Since God is a missionary God,
God's people are a missionary
people." ~Eddy Ho
"Love is the root of missions;

Susan Rhodes is also planning a mission trip to either southern Indiana or
Joplin, Missouri at the end of June. If you would like to join her group, please
talk to her for more details.
The Church Life and Fellowship Team and the Outreach Team held a
mission trip luncheon last month. Your donations of $393.00 will go to help
with the expenses of these trips. Thank You!

sacrifice is the fruit of missions" ~
Roderick Davis

Looking ahead, we are also planning to have an entry in the Clay City Parade
for our church. This will be on Sunday, July 8. We are looking for anyone
with creative ideas or a a willingness to help us put this together. Please
contact Belinda if you would like to help.

Mission Partners
Our Mission Partner, Meg Dul, has put out another newsletter of her mission
happenings, which is enclosed in this newsletter!
You can also visit Meg online at http://www.wgm.org/dul (you may need
to set up a free account with the WGM to view Meg’s pages).
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Council Meeting Minutes for April, 2012
Executive Council Meeting, April 12, 2012, 7:30 pm
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ met on April 12, 2012, at 7:30 pm. The
following members were present: Nathan Stoelting, Randy Collins, Mark Barnhart, Joan Neal, Belinda
Long, Don Yegerlehner, Sonny Zurcher, and Pastor David Jennys.
Don led the devotions on the theme of how to recognize a Christian. A follower of Christ is one who
has heard the Good News and then lives the Good News in all that he/she says and does.
The agenda was accepted with the addition of one item of New Business. The minutes of the March
meeting were accepted as printed in the Olive Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurer’s report, explaining some items that were different than usual. Mark
moved to accept the treasurer’s report; second by Joan. Motion passed. Belinda presented the first
quarter summary of expenses compared to the adopted budget. The first quarter report was accepted.
Belinda presented the bills to be paid. Randy moved to pay he bills; second by Nathan. Motion
passed.
Two of the elders met with Pastor David prior to the Council meeting to develop the agenda, and also
discussed the leadership organization of our church and the role of the pastor.
Mark reported for the deacons that they are planning to check on the availability of new candles at the
Open Door. Recommendations for memorial funds were postponed until the next meeting.
Randy reported for the trustees regarding the recent theft of two speakers from the sanctuary.
Replacement speakers cost $650 each after discount. Our insurance will require us to pay the $1000
deductible, and also will have to file a police report. Mark moved that we order the replacement
speakers; second by Nathan. Motion passed. The Council discussed what kind of statement should
be made regarding the theft. It was agreed to put a statement on our web site saying that we are
praying for those who took the speakers.
There was no report from ministry teams, but a big “Thank You” was given to Joan and the Education
Team for all their work during Lent and Holy Week.
Sonny reported for the Search Committee. There is a candidate that seems to be especially interested
in our church. The Search Committee continues to get several new profiles each week.
Pastor David reported that he has two more training sessions for the Kairos prison ministry project.
He still needs about $120 and a few more cookies by April 27. Pastor David also reported that he will
be staying over Sunday evening in order to conduct the funeral for Joann Yegerlehner on Monday.
There were several Old Business items that were brief reports not requiring action: 1. The new metal
roof on the sanctuary and office area is finished. 2. The Executive Planning Manual will be printed
without waiting for more input. 3. The new computer and camera have been purchased. The camera
is already being used to record Sunday sermons. Randy and Sonny will discuss the secure storage of
the computer. 4. Roger Hoffman will be the Gideon speaker during the worship service on April 22.
5. Don will try to contact the association visitor, Alice Romas, to invite her to visit our church.
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Council Meeting Minutes for April 2012, Contd
Internet service at the church and parsonage was discussed. Laura is waiting on a router to get
Hughesnet internet service working at the church. Nathan will help with the router. Pastoral
candidates have stated that internet service at the parsonage is also important. Pastor David works
with a man that has offered to give us two radios that could communicate between the church and
parsonage, making it possible for the parsonage to use the church’s Hughesnet connection. A second
router would be needed at the parsonage to make this system work. The Council agreed that a router
could be purchased with money left from the computer purchase.
Several questions have been raised about use of our facilities, especially by outside groups. The
trustees will develop guidelines for facility use and present them at our next meeting.
Under New Business, the annual Conference Meeting on June 8-9 was discussed. Education day is on
June 7. Pastor David has been our interim pastor long enough to be a voting delegate. Out senior
elder will be a voting delegate, and we can send a youth delegate (age 14-21) that will have voting
privileges. Nathan moved that the church pay the registration and lodging fees for our official
delegates; second by Randy. Motion passed. After registration forms are completed, Belinda will
send them to Conference with registration fees.
Pastor David’s six-month contract will end the last week of May. We will discuss the length of his
renewed contract at our May meeting when we may have a better idea if we have a serious pastoral
candidate.
The need for a spring work day around the church and parsonage was discussed. A tentative work
day was suggested by the trustees – Saturday, April 28, at 9 am. (The date has since been changed to
May 5.)
Belinda brought to the Council’s attention that it was time to purchase our ad in the Clay City Fair
Book. Randy moved to purchase a $50 ad in the fair book; second by Mark. Motion passed.
Following a review of announcements, the next meeting was set for Thursday, May 10, at 7:30 pm
(Fellowship Committee at 6:30 pm), with Doug leading the devotions. Nathan moved to adjourn the
meeting; second by Joan. Motion passed.

President, Sonny Zurcher
Acting Secretary, Don Yegerlehner

M a y S p e c i a l O ff e r i n g s
Mark your calendars on May 6th an offering will be collected for the Heifer International
Project.
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Sun

28

21

14

7 7:30p Chris+an
Discovery

Mon

May 2011

6
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
Special Oﬀering — Heifer
Interna+onal Project
Wabash Valley Assoc
Mtg, 3:00p, Saron UCC

13
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

20
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

27
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

Tue

1 9 a South Clay Cty
Pastors Mtg

8

15

22

29

** May Greeters: Dale & Nora Lowdermilk, Karen Schafer & Starla Wilson
** Sunday Alter Flowers: JoAnne Youngblood
** Worship Leader: Jan Yegerlehner

Thu

11

4

19

12

5 Church Cleanup Day,

Sat

18

26

Chris+an Ed Team
Mtg, 9:00a

9:00a

25

Fri

**MaDaFaSo Commi>ee: Dick & Cathy Long*, Nathan & Bethany Stoel+ng, Don & Jan
Yegerlehner, Joy Minor

Wed

3 12:00p Women’s
Fellowship Mtg
7:30p Habitat for
Humanity

10 6:30p Flwshp Mtg;

Companions to our friends: Chloe Rhodes

2 Wabash Valley
Pastors Mtg

9

Mtg

7:30p Mthly Council

Mtg, 7:30p

17 All Team Leaders

Companions to our friends: David & Monica Kirkling

16

Mtg, 6:00p

24 Visita+on Team

Companions to our friends: Alice Brown

23

31

Companions to our friends: Mary Lois Yegerlehner

30

Companions to our friends: J.A. & Rosalie Bess

First United Church of Christ

United In Christ
Through Service to All

6414 S County Rd 300 E
Clay City, Indiana 47841

Phone: 812-939-2520
E-mail: ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com
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Birthday Celebrations
Imogene Yegerlehner, May 3

Kirsten Reedy, May 12

John Hyatt, May 18

Arlene Long, May 3

Ellie Stoelting, May 13

Shari Sinders, May 19

Starla Wilson, May 7

JoAnne Youngblood, May 14

Karson Kirkling, May 21

Kevin Crafton, May 9

Brooklyn Whitesell, May 14

Jan Zurcher, May 26

Paige Wolf, May 9

Dewey Griffith, May 15

Bill Booe, May 28

Lillian Hardesty, May 9

Lindsay Reagan, May 15

Kevin Kirkling, May 28

Lucas Hardesty, May 9

Kamryn Burger, May 15

Tony Griffith, May 29

Chloe Rhodes, May 12

Alice Brown, May 16

Jeffrey Tatum, May 30

Judy Barnhart, May 12

Tony Wolfe, May 18

Calendar Reminders
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

May 1st- South Clay County Pastors Mtg, 9:00 am
May 2nd - Wabash Valley Pastor’s Mtg, 9:00 am
May 3rd - Women’s Fellowship Mtg, 12:00 pm at Bob & Angie’s
May 3rd - Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm
May 5th - Church Cleanup Day, 9:00 am
May 6th - Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
May 6th - Wabash Valley Assoc Mtg, 3:00 pm @ Saron UCC, Linton
May 7th - Christian Discovery, 7:30 pm; Hostess Peggy Burger
May 10th - Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm & Executive Council Mtg, 7:30 pm
May 12th - Christian Ed Team Mtg, 9:00 am, @ UCC
May 13th- Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
May 17th - All Team Leaders Mtg, 7:30 pm, @ UCC
May 20th - Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship 10:30 am
May 24th - Visitation Team Mtg, 6:00 pm @ Pizza Galler
May 27th - Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am

Looking Ahead …
⇒ June Greeters: Dick & Cathy Long, Wayne & Peggy Burger, Koby Rhodes; remember to arrive a few minutes

early to fold bulletin

June Companions: Earl & Imogene Yegerlehner, Dick & Judy Carl, Rusty & Susan Rhodes, Brad &
Diane Jackson
⇒ MaDaFaSo Committee: Dick & Cathy Long*, Nathan & Bethany Stoelting, Don & Jan Yegerlehner,
Joy Minor
⇒

