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“A Christ-ian Nation”
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

Have you ever thought about why the United States has been called a “Christian
nation”? We read in our history books that one of the reasons the first settlers
came to North America was because they were seeking a place to live where
they could worship God freely. For this reason, it is widely believed that our
country’s founding fathers were practicing Christians and that the U.S. was
“founded on Christian principles” (though a closer reading of our nation’s
history would call this notion into question…). Some people call the U.S. a
“Christian nation” because today, Christianity is the most widely practiced
religion in this country. But we should ask ourselves the question: ‘Do these
things – our history or our current religious affiliations - really make us a
“Christian nation”?’ Perhaps it depends on how one defines “Christian”! The
term “Christian” literally means “Christ-one,” and it comes from specific 1st
century Roman references to the men and women who were devoted followers
of Jesus Christ; they were so devoted in fact, that under pains of torture and
execution, they would not renounce their faith in Jesus, nor would they bow
down to the Roman emperor (who had declared himself a god). First Century
Christians were witnessing Christians, you see. They spread the good news
about Jesus Christ wherever they went. They were proud to bear Christ’s name,
and they stood up to be counted with Him no matter what it cost them. They
understood that “Christian is” as “Christian does”. The early Christians, in
addition to their verbal witness were also noted for their acts of charity and
mercy toward others in need, and actively demonstrated a genuine love for each
other and those around them.
How about us? With a comparison to the early Christ-followers - with a
definition like that - can we truly claim that this nation of ours is a “Christian
nation?” But the issue of whether or not our nation is a Christian nation is
actually a misplaced argument, since what really matters is whether or not those
who claim faith in Christ are living as Christ instructed His followers to live.
What would it mean for us to live up to the name of Christ? What would it take
for us to be “Christ-ones” in this troubled world? Scripture tells us that
“righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people” (Proverbs
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“A Christ-ian Nation”, Contd

if my people, who are called by
my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and

14:34). What do our actions tell our neighbors about us? This 4th of July (as
well as the whole month, and year), let us commit ourselves to follow Jesus,
to live in a way that would bring Him honor and make Him smile. Only then
can we truly be a Christian nation!

turn from their wicked ways, then
I will hear from heaven, and I

*For good advice for a nation to act to honor God, read: II Chronicles 7.

will forgive their sin and will
heal their land.

Ma-Da-Fa-So Banquet

~2 Chronicles 7:14

“When you have read the Bible,
you know it is the word of God,
because it is the key to your
heart, your own happiness, and
your own duty.”

The Ma-Da-Fa-So Banquet was
held June 10th at the MCL
Cafeteria in Terre Haute. The
rumor mill is that it was a fun and
exciting night for all that attended
— ‘Like Us’ at Facebook to see all
the pictures of the Banquet —
Thank you for all those that put
the event in order!

~ Woodrow Wilson
28th President

Clay City Pottery Festival
A BIG thank you too all the
volunteer participates of the ‘Pie
Stand’ at the Pottery Festival!
The rumor was it was a sell out!
Again more pictures in the
church photo album at
Facebook!
“Of the many influences that
have shaped the United States
into a distinctive nation and
people, none may be said to be
more fundamental and enduring

Mission Partners

than the Bible.”
~ Ronald Reagan
40th President

Our Mission Partner, Meg Dul, has put out another newsletter of her mission
happenings, which is enclosed in this newsletter!
You can also visit Meg online at http://www.wgm.org/dul (you may need
to set up a free account with the WGM to view Meg’s pages).
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Va c a t i o n B i b l e S c h o o l
Reserve the Date — Mark it on the Calendar — Share it with others !!
Community Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 9th through the 12th,
from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at Goshorn Park, Clay City.
Please check the bulletin board in the foyer to see if you can help — there are
items needed and people to help with the classes!

Clay City Food Pantry
The July Food Pantry Items needed are: canned fruits and applesauce. As a
usual reminder don’t forget that there is a constant need for: Juice,
Margarine Sticks, Flour, Sugar, Vegetable Oil (Liquid), Meat, Tea, Drink
Mixes. Remember if you have items that need refrigeration please contact
Karen Schafer. Thank you for your continued support and for you
exceptionally generous donations in June!

“I am busily engaged in the study
of the Bible. I believe it is God’s
word because it finds me where I
am.”
“I believe the Bible is the best
gift God has ever given to man.

Clay City Fair — Parade — Float!

All the good of the Savior of the
world is communicated to us
through the Book.”
~ Abraham Lincoln
16th President

The Outreach Team is planning to enter a float for our church in the Clay
City Parade — volunteers have already began the decorating process! More
pictures at Facebook!

“It is impossible to rightly
govern the world without God
and Bible.”
~ George Washington

They will also need approximately 10-12 people to ride on the float - all ages
are welcome. The parade will be at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 8. If you would
like to be a part of this outreach for the church and are available on that
evening, please let Belinda Long know.

1st President
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Wo m e n ’s F e l l o w s h i p ( J u n e )
"While we are zealously
performing the duties of good
citizens and soldiers, we certainly
ought not to be inattentive to the
higher duties of religion. To the
distinguished character of
Patriot, it should be our highest
glory to add the more
distinguished character of
Christian."
~George Washington
1st President

The Women’s Fellowship met at 1:00 pm on June 7th at the
lovely home of Elsie Shelby on her patio on a very perfect
afternoon. The weather was neither hot nor cold. God could
not have made it any better than he did that day.
Roll call was answered by 8 member, minutes were read and treasurer’s
report was given. A birthday card was signed to send to Ann Hummel. Not
much business this month so the meeting was turned over to Rosalie who
had the lesson on another woman from the Bible, Delilah. Delilah was a very
beautiful woman and Samson fell in love with her and in this day she would
be considered a very sexy woman but she was also a manipulator person.
She finally found out where Samson’s strength came from by cutting his
hair, and he lost his strength. You can read the story in the book of Judges.
Carolyn ended the meeting with devotions by reading “Four Boy Friends”
and “God’s Good Promise”. She end with a prayer. The offering was taken.
Elsie served us a delicious dessert while we sat around visiting and enjoying
the perfect day.
Next month, our July meeting, is a picnic at Carolyn Fulk’s home, on
Thursday, July 5th, at Noon; Ruth has the lesson.

"The hope of a Christian is
inseparable from his faith.
Whoever believes in the divine
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures
must hope that the religion of
Jesus shall prevail throughout the
earth. Never since the foundation

Thanks, Blessing, & Prayers

of the world have the prospects of
mankind been more encouraging
to that hope than they appear to
be at the present time. And may
the associated distribution of the
Bible proceed and prosper till the
Lord shall have made 'bare His
holy arm in the eyes of all the
nations, and all the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of
our God' (Isaiah 52:10)."
~John Quincy Adams
6th President

The Outreach Team wants to send out a BIG thank
you to everyone involved with knitting and
crocheting blanket squares for the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. In the past year, our church has
sent 411 squares for this project. We also want to
thank those who donated funds for stamps and
shipping costs. We're sure your efforts were
appreciated by those receiving the finished
blankets.
The scripture states "rejoice with those who rejoice." (Romans 12:15) This
has been our experience with all the cards and congratulations given for our
40th anniversary. Thanks to everyone for your thoughtfulness. ~ Bill and
Joan Neal
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Christian Discovery (June)
“Is not this the fast that I have

Christian Discovery met June 4th at the home of
Diane Moon at 7:30. We had 8 members present.
Jan led the lesson on The Woman at the Well,
Turning our messes into messages. The
Samaritan woman’s life was in shambles, but
while drawing from the well she meets the
Messiah. After they talk a whole new life begins
for her. God knows our sins, yet he still loves us.
When we bring “our mess” to him he can restore

chosen? To loose the bands of
wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed
go free, and that ye break every
yoke?” (Isaiah 58:6)
~John F. Kennedy
35th President

us and give us new life.
We appreciate Cathy (and Randy) planting the flowers around the Church.
They do add beauty around the building! We will be having the pie stand at
the Pottery Festival again this year. We are to bring the pies in on Saturday
morning and sign up to work a shift.
The Rock is open this summer on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from June 6-Aug
9. Diane & Karen will provide sack lunches in June. For July we will give
them $100.00 to use for snacks or whatever they need.
It has been brought to our attention that the swing set at Church is in bad
condition. We discussed this and possibilities that could be done. Diane will
talk to the Elders to bring up at council.

“A thorough understanding of
the Bible is better than a college
education.”
~Theodore Roosevelt
26th President

There will be no July meeting as there are too many conflicts with July 4th,
Clay City Fair, and VBS. The next meeting will be August 27th at the home
of Cathy Long at 7:30. Joan Neal will have the lesson (Lesson #6). The project
will be helping with something for the local school system.

Sunday Classes
The Sunday School hour during the month of July and August 5 & 12 will
not be a structured study time. Your are welcome to use the time for
fellowship and sharing and prayer

"It cannot be emphasized too
strongly or too often that this
great nation was founded, not by
religionists, but by Christians;

Vi s i t a t i o n Te a m M e e t i n g
The Visitation Team will meet at the Pizza Gallery
in Clay City on Monday, July 23, at 6:00 pm. Pizza
will be served around 7:00 pm. Anyone interested in
becoming a member of the team, or just wants to find
out more about this ministry, is encouraged to attend
this meeting

not on religions, but on the
gospel of Jesus Christ. For this
very reason peoples of other
faiths have been afforded asylum,
prosperity, and freedom of
worship here."
~Patrick Henry
Ratifier of the U.S. Constitution
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Christmas In July
The Outreach Team is again doing the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox for Christmas — but to help spread
the gift giving they will be collecting the boxes in July! Please make cash or checks payable to the First
UCC for postage or donations, as we will actually be holding the boxes until it is closer to Christmas.
Thank you for participating !! Don’t forget to look for the shoeboxes and pick at least one up!
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Council Meeting Minutes for June 14, 2012
First United Church of Christ — Executive Council Meeting
June 14, 2012, 7:30 pm
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ was called to order by Sonny Zurcher. The
following members were present: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner, Mark Barnhart,
Doug Ream, Joan Neal, Rusty Rhodes, Nathan Stoelting, Randy Collins, Belinda Long, Pastor David
Jennys, Dick Long and Henry Buell.
Mark shared devotions using scripture readings from 2 Corinthians 4: 13 – 5:1. He also shared
thoughts about the “Be Happy Attitudes” and then closed with prayer.
A printed agenda was not available due to a power outage just prior to the start of the meeting. The
secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed in the Olive Branch.
Dick and Henry shared information concerning the water system and the testing required by the state.
Currently quarterly tests must be completed and this involves pre-chlorinating the water which can
take up to four days to complete. In consulting with Culligan, a recommendation has been made to
install an ultraviolet lighting system which would kill any remaining bacteria. This would ensure a
clean test result and eliminate the need to complete the chlorination process. The initial cost would be
$1300 and a new bulb once a year at a cost of $76. Nathan moved to purchase the new lighting
system. Mark seconded. Motion passed.
Belinda presented the treasurer’s report. Don moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by
Doug. Motion passed. Belinda presented the bills. Randy moved we pay the bills, seconded by
Nathan. Motion passed.
The Elders met with Pastor David prior to the meeting to develop the agenda and discuss dividing up
some of the duties of the administrative assistant with a volunteer clerical position. Pastor David and
Sonny shared information related to the IN-K Conference meeting. Don, Jan, Randy and Cathy also
attended. Items of interest included: Changing the conference minister’s contract to be more open
ended instead of the current 4 year timeline; The youth and young conference ministry position will
be handled differently than by the individual at Merom; Concerns about the Merom budget and
meeting expenses; Mary Ann Speller was honored for her service with the Crisis Team.
Deacons had information from some of the families regarding memorial money. The Long family is
currently considering replacing the swing set which is in need of repair. The Buell family has not
made a definite decision but request the money not be used for normal operating expenses. The
Amerman family has not yet responded.
The Sugar Ridge nursery would be willing to assist with a landscaping project at the parsonage and
would wave some of their normal fees if that is desired in the future.
New oil based candles have been purchased and donated by Mark and Judy Barnhart. Randy
completed the necessary adjustments to allow them to fit in our current stands. Pastor David will
include a dedication for them in the near future.
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Council Meeting Minutes for June 14, 2012; Contd
Trustees reported that the telephone issues have been resolved. The refrigerator in the basement is
not currently running. A question was raised concerning how often it is needed. The council is
asking for feedback from the congregation about the need to replace the refrigerator. Pastor David
asked if a work day could be scheduled to complete some tasks around the parsonage—pulling
weeds, etc. Trustees will look at schedules and make an announcement.
Christian Education Team reported that the Worship and Sunday School hours would remain the
same over the summer. July 1st thru August 12th the Sunday School time will be a time of fellowship
and prayer rather than a structured curriculum. The community VBS will be July 9th thru July 12th at
the CC Park from 6:30 – 8:30. There is a sign up for volunteers and needed donations. Pastor David
raised a question about confirmation classes. Further discussion with families, the Christian
Education Team and the Elders will need to occur to determine the need for a class this year.
The Outreach Team reported they will be having a float in the Clay City parade and will have a work
day to decorate. Volunteers will be needed to ride the float. A banner is being printed with our
church name and website and will be available to use for other projects. Two yard signs are being
printed to use at Trunk-or-Treat. The team is also planning "Christmas in July" to fill and collect
Samaritan Purse shoe boxes for underprivileged children.
There will be an open Team meeting for all church members June 15th at 7:30 to brainstorm ideas
about the fair and a kickoff Sunday in August.
Sonny reported that the Search committee has met with some candidates. Don requested that perhaps
a short update could be provided to the congregation. Sonny will share that request with Terry.
Pastor David reported he will be on vacation beginning June 18th. Don will be our pulpit supply for
June 24th. Pastor David’s schedule in July will be altered and he will be here during the first days of
the week rather than the end.
In old business, Mark, Don and Jennifer met to review the applications for the Clinkenbeard
Scholarship as well as the funds available from that account. There was only $35 in interest money
since the trust was transferred in December. The committee felt it would be best to not take from the
principal money. They recommended for this year, each applicant be awarded $250 that would come
from the 2nd mile monies. In the future, the monies will be invested to yield a different and hopefully
better outcome. There may need to be consideration of utilizing the monies in a different manner in
the future. Mark made a motion, seconded by Don. Motion passed.
Sonny suggested we wait until the next meeting to discuss the Facility Guideline Usage.
In new business, we reviewed the current job description for the administrative assistant and
identified tasks that would be completed by the clerical volunteer. The Elders and Pastor David will
be meeting with those individuals in the near future.
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Council Meeting Minutes for June 14, 2012; Contd
Nathan moved we use the mission money to reimburse expenses for those participating in the mission
trip to Kentucky. Motion was seconded by Doug, motion passed. Additional fund raising will be
considered if Susan Rhodes group is able to go to Joplin.
Sonny shared some information concerning our insurance and Website/Social Media liability. This
issue will be revisited at a future meeting.
Next meeting: July 15th with Rusty having devotions.
Randy made a motion for adjournment. Rusty seconded, motion passed.
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Sun

30

Mon

23 6:00p Visitation
Team Mtg

16

9

2

July 2012

1
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

8
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

15
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

22
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

29
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
Special Offering—
OCWM

3

10

17

24

31

Tue

4

** July Greeters: JA & Rosalie Bess, Chole Rhodes, Bill & Joan Neal

27

20 7:30p Open
Ministry Team Mtg

13

6

28

21

14

7

Fri

** Sunday Alter Flowers: Jennifer Buell & Judy Carl

Thu

** Worship Leader: Bill Neal

Wed

Fellowship Mtg

5 12:00 p Women’s
7:30p Habitat

Companions to our friends: Ruth White

11

126:30p Flwshp
Mtg;; 7:30p Mthly
Council Mtg

19

Companions to our friends: Ruth Tobias

18

26

Companions to our friends: Steve & Lynn Stoelting

25

Companions to our friends: Mary Krauchi

Companions to our friends: Doug & Marlane Waite

Sat

First United Church of Christ

United In Christ
Through Service to All

6414 S County Rd 300 E
Clay City, Indiana 47841

Phone: 812-939-2520
E-mail: ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com
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Birthday Celebrations
Shelly Hyatt, Jul 22
LeAnn Rhodes, Jul 1

Joy Minor, Jul 13

Kent Booe, Jul 23

Addie Stoelting, Jul 1

Pam Fulk, Jul 14

Macy Hummel, Jul 23

Dick Carl, Jul 2

Kelly Kirkling, Jul 16

Harold Baker, Jul 24

Zachary Reagan, Jul 4

Angela Long, Jul 16

Walt Kirkling, Jul 24

Josie Amerman, Jul 6

Laura Miller, Jul 17

Forrest Buell, Jul 25

Shay Stallcop, Jul 6

Kaleb Jackson, Jul 19

Pat Buell, Jul 27

Kasey Jackson, Jul 7

Josh Stoelting, Jul 20

Valerie Zurcher, Jul 28

Cathy Long, Jul 8

Bill Neal, Jul 21

Joann Yegerlehner, Jul 29

Jarrett Fischer, Jul 10

Olivia Kirchner, Jul 21

Christine Johnson, Jul 29

Calendar Reminders
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

July 1st, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Divine Worship, 10:30 am
July 5th, Women’s Fellowship Mtg, 12:00 pm @ Carolyn Fulk’s Home
July 5th, Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm @ UMC, Centerpoint
July 8th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
July 8th, Clay City Fair Parade (Church Float), 5:00 pm
July 12th, Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm
July 12th, Executive Council Mtg, 7:30 pm
July 15th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
July 22nd, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
July 23rd, Visitation Team Meeting, 6:00 pm @ Pizza Gallery
July 29th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am

Looking Ahead …
⇒ August Greeters: Doyne & JoAnne Youngblood, Pat & Jennifer Buell, Diana Jackson; remember to arrive a

few minutes early to fold bulletin

August Companions: Doug & Annette Ream, Mark & Judy Barnhart, Doyne & JoAnne Youngblood,
Marla Owen
⇒ July/August Picnic Committee: Pat & Jennifer Buell*, Mark & Judy Barnhart, J.A. & Rosalie Bess,
Dick & Judy Carl
⇒

