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“The Shepherds And The Angel Song”
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

The Christmas holiday is
upon us once again.
We will do what we do to try
to get into “mood” of the season.
Often times we succeed,
through our various seasonal observances,
in getting into that special holiday spirit.
But what then?
What follows after the holiday;
what follows after Christmas?
Perhaps we should emulate the shepherds.
The shepherds, you recall were
visited by a host of angel who
told them of the Savior.
The shepherds rushed to see
the Christ child,
but then they left
and went back to their sheep.
Back to the flocks again,
back to the old routines and daily desperations,
to manage somehow to stick it out,
survive, until next time
this season comes around and we can
once more be touched and moved
by the mystery and the wonder.
Is this, then, to be all there is –
an annual encounter,
one month out of the year, fleeting at best?
with the very love of God incarnate?
It does not have to be that way.
It wasn’t for those shepherds.
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They returned to their flocks, yes
but not the same as they had been
before that holy night.
They returned, Luke tells us,
“glorifying and praising God
for all that they had seen…”
We all know
that during the holiday season
the hurt of life does not become suspended,
magically put on hold
until the festive days are done.
Even while we spend time celebrating,
hospitals, fire stations, police departments,
people protect and give aid
are continually on duty.
Our preparations and decorations,
serves to highlight the irony,
points to the questions even more severely.
The festivity, the celebration, you see,
is not enough.
For all their beauty and warmth,
The trappings and traditions of this season
Cannot wipe out the black realities
that afflict ours and other people’s lives.
But if we look right to the heart –
beyond the holly wreaths and candles –
to a cold and rustic cowshed,
beyond a hasty, unprovided, bloody birth;
beyond the bewilderment,
the pain, fear and confusion
of this refugee couple, Mary and Joseph;
if we can catch and hold a moment
the almost indescribable reality
of God, the eternal One,
born in our midst to save us
as we are right now,
yes, in all the ongoing pain,
bewilderment, and confusion
of our own lives.

This is what Christmas has to offer,
and it is something that will last beyond the holiday,
beyond the taking down and storing
of the Christmas decorations.
We have a God whose cradle led Him
to a cross – and an empty,
shattered, and finally, defeated tomb.
We have a God whose love for us
will never let us go, will search us out,
come and join us, walk with us
down all the daily paths of life
and even to our own death.
Here is the message
and meaning of Christmas,
the strength in which we too –
just like the shepherds –
can return praising God
for all that we have seen,
the faith and hope in which we can rejoice,
not only in this wonderful season,
but on every wonderful day of life,
it is the fact that God
in God’s great love for us,
sent us a Savior.
In the words of a familiar Christmas Carol:
Good Christian friends rejoice,
With heart and soul and voice,
Now you need not fear the grave:
News, news, Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
To gain His everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save,
Christ was born to save!
-Adapted from: “The Shepherds And The Angel Song” by
J. Barries Shepherd, Faces At The Manger, Nashville:
Upper Room Books, 1998, ISBN: 0-8358-0662-6.
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N o t e s , Ti d b i t s , & R e m i n d e r s
From the Education Team: Don’t forget to pick up your copy of the Advent
Devotions, “Awaiting the Wonder” located in the Foyer. They also encourage
you to join the Sunday School hour this Advent Season as Don Yegerlehner
leads a 5-week study of “A Different Kind of Christmas”.
From the Visitation Team: With the holidays and this busy time of year
there will be no monthly meeting for December — but keep you ears open
for the date and time for the January Meeting.
Remember to join us for the Christmas Eve Service and Open House
Fellowship, scheduled at 7:00 pm Christmas Eve.

Christ born in a stable
Christ born in a stable is

Don’t forget to read the included December Newsletter from our Mission
Partner, Meg Dul — our church supports Meg through offerings, so enjoy the
updates she gives us on her missionary work.

born in me
Christ accepted by shepherds
accepts me
Christ receiving the wise men
receives me

A n g e l a L i l l y Tr i o

Christ revealed to the nations be
revealed in me

The Angela Lilly Trio is having
their annual Christmas Concert!
This year it is NOT at Lincoln
Trail College, but about a mile
away at a brand new facility. It
is scheduled for Friday,
December 7th (7:00 pm, central
time) at Highland Church of
Christ in Robinson, IL. It is
located at 500 W. Highland
Avenue which is one block west
of the Robinson High School.
This will as always be a free
will offering concert.

Clay City Food Pantry
The December items for the Food Pantry are: Laundry Items —- Detergents,
etc. As a usual reminder don’t forget that there is a constant need for: Juice,
Margarine Sticks, Flour, Sugar, Vegetable Oil (Liquid), Meat, Tea, Drink
Mixes. Remember if you have items that need refrigeration please contact
Karen Schafer. Thank you for your continued support and for you
exceptionally generous donations!

Christ dwelling in Nazareth
dwell in me
Christ, grant that people may
look at me
and see Your Presence.
Amen
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C h u r c h L i f e & F e l l o w s h i p Te a m

Christmas Manger Prayer
O God,
whose mighty Son was born in
Bethlehem
those days long ago,

The Church Life & Fellowship
team met on Tuesday, November
13th at the Church. We met to
plan the Christmas Decorating for
the Church. We will be hosting
the event on Sunday December
1st after the Church Worship
Service. We encourage everyone
to stay for a soup & sandwich
fellowship luncheon. Soup,
sandwiches, drinks, table service will be provided. Just bring finger foods to
go with, or just join us! There will be different groups to decorate the areas of
the Church. So come and enjoy lunch and make the Church beautiful for
Christmas. Thanks to Marlane for organizing the decorations! We also will be
helping the Search Committee with the Meet & Greet on Saturday December
1st from 4:00—6:00 pm. This is an exciting time as we decorate for the
Christmas season and we have a pastoral candidate sermon on Sunday
December 2nd. Come join in the events for this weekend.

lead us to that same poor place,
where Mary laid her tiny Child.
And as we look on in wonder and

Wo m e n ’s F e l l o w s h i p ( N o v e m b e r )

praise,
make us welcome him in all new
life,
see him in the poor,
and care for his handiwork
the earth, the sky and the sea.
O God, bless us again in your
great love.
We pray for this through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

Women's Fellowship met at 1:00 P.M. on November 1st in the home of Judy
Carl.
Roll call was answered by 7 members, minutes were read and the treasurer‘s
report was given. A very short business meeting was held. New born baby
gifts will be brought to our December meeting which will be at Bethesda
Gardens with JoAnn. Carolyn, Nora and Chloe went to Merom to the
Wabash Valley Women's Fall meeting. ~
The meeting was turned over to Judy who had the lesson on another woman
from the Bible, Mary Magdalene. Judy read scripture from Luke and John.
Mary Magdalene was young and of a comfortable prosperous and respected
family. She watched as Jesus was laid in the tomb. She was the first to see the
risen Lord.
The offering was taken then Judy served us very delicious refreshments.
As most of us now are in our 80's this will be the last minutes that will be
read for Women's Fellowship. There comes a time when we have to say
Good—Bye. So as we ride off into the Sunset we are hoping Christian
Discovery will take over. It has been a good journey.
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Council Meeting Minutes for November 12, 2012
First United Church of Christ, Executive Council Meeting, November, 2012, 7:30 pm
The Executive Council of First United Church of Christ was called to order by Sonny Zurcher. The
following members were present: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner, Mark Barnhart,
Joan Neal, Doug Ream, Randy Collins, Rusty Rhodes, Nathan Stoelting, Belinda Long, and Pastor
David Jennys.
Don shared devotions that highlighting a story about a little boy’s assignment to create a list of the
things for which he was thankful. Once complete, the boy was to put a star beside the item he was
most thankful for. He identified his glasses. When asked why, he said because my glasses keep the
boys from hitting me and the girls from kissing me. We should take inventory ourselves each and
every day about the things we are thankful for. From Ephesians, we are reminded that we in fact
should be thankful every day, and every moment of every day. Don challenged us to not limit our
thankfulness to the season of Thanksgiving.
The agenda was accepted with minor changes. The secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed in
the Olive Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurer’s report. Mark moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by
Randy. Motion passed. Belinda presented the bills. Doug moved we pay the bills, seconded by Joan.
Motion passed. Belinda added that we would need to determine how to handle David’s pension if a
new pastor is elected. Lastly, Belinda reminded Council she would be gone November 20 thru 26th
and someone would need to get the mail. Ruth volunteered.
The Elders met with Pastor David prior to the meeting to develop the agenda. A trial sermon is
scheduled for December 2nd for Robert Wilkins. On November 25th, Pastor David is planning a
Remembrance Service and contacted family members who may wish to participate in the service. Meg
Dul is scheduled to fill the pulpit on December 30th when Pastor David is taking a vacation Sunday.
Deacons reported that they are working on the 2013 budget. They reviewed some possibilities and
will report their recommendations at the December meeting. Doug asked if a picture of the speakers
that were stolen was available to submit to the sheriff’s department. Current procedure does not
allow us to claim the stolen property without a photograph. Doug has agreed to work with the
trustees on the Church Sign project.
The Trustees reported a fall work day is needed. After brief discussion, a date was set for Saturday,
November 17th at 9:00 am. They will ask Laura to send out email.
In Ministry Team Reports, Sonny thanked Belinda and the outreach team for their work on the Trunk
or Treat evening. It was again very well attended and serves as a safe opportunity for children and
their families to dress up for Halloween.
Sonny reported that the Search Committee had unanimously selected Robert Wilkins to come for a
trial sermon. The committee is hoping to schedule an open house for Robert on December 1st. If
voted in, his first Sunday would be January 20th. In viewing the parsonage, he requested
consideration of removing the carpet from the basement. In addition, consideration of installing
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Council Meeting Minutes for November 12, 2012; Contd
internet access to the parsonage was discussed. The trustees will check our current contract with
Hughes as well as the newly available high speed Frontier service to the area.
Pastor David reported that he is nearly done with his UCC Polity course work. He reported that the
Kairos Ministry on November 4th was a different experience this time. He shared that in his group all
six of the men had Christian backgrounds. They shared their stories of isolation and appreciated this
ministry that could help them find more purpose in their ability to minister within the walls of prison.
Pastor David participated as one of the actors in the Rock’s murder mystery on November 9th, 10th
and 11th. Pastor David will be returning to being here the later part of the week beginning November
16th. The fellowship team will be discussing Advent at their meeting on November 13th. The
Nominating Committee will also meet on November 13th. Pastor David shared that someone stopped
by asking if they could trap beavers on the church property. After discussion, it was recommended
Sonny contact the individual and we would need a copy of their trapping license as well as some
signed document releasing the church of any liability.
In Old Business, Randy reported that he and Sonny have identified the monitors they believe would
work best in the sanctuary. They are 60 inch Sharp LED screens that will provide that clearest picture
considering our environment and lighting. HH Gregg or Best Buy carry these screens for $1399 and
would guarantee those prices until Thanksgiving. Consideration is being given to use a cable for the
screen to communicate with the computer rather than a wireless connection. Ruth suggested this be
reviewed with Laura prior to purchase to ensure our computer will be compatible with this
configuration. Mounting racks and other accessories will be necessary to complete the project. HH
Gregg did offer some discount on the mounting racks.
In New Business, Sonny tabled discussion on the security issues and the development of a Safe
Church Policy. Sonny presented the agenda for the Annual Meeting which was approved by
consensus.
A special financial meeting was held earlier to develop the proposed pastor package to present to the
candidate. Those present for the meeting included: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner,
Mark Barnhart, Joan Neal, Rusty Rhodes, Belinda Long, Nicole Buell, and Cathy Long. Randy moved
the package be approved. Doug seconded. Motion passed.
Ruth provided a sample call agreement secured from the UCC website. Council went through the
document editing as needed for our circumstance. After discussion, Rusty moved we present this
agreement to the candidate. Doug seconded. Motion passed. Ruth will type of the document and
email to Council and Search Committee members to check for errors.
Our next Council meeting will be Thursday, December 13th and Nathan will have devotions.
Randy moved for adjournment. Don seconded that motion. Motion passed.
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A basketball in my hands is worth about $19. A basketball in Michael Jordan's hands is worth about $33 million. It
depends whose hands it's in.
A baseball in my hands is worth about $6. A baseball in Roger Clemens' hands is worth $475 million. It depends on whose
hands it's in.
A tennis racket is useless in my hands. A tennis racket in Andre Agassi's hands is worth millions. It depends whose hands
it's in.
A rod in my hands will keep away an angry dog. A rod in Moses' hands will part the mighty sea. It depends whose hands it's
in.
A slingshot in my hands is a kid's toy. A slingshot in David's hand is a mighty weapon. It depends whose hands it's in.
Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in my hands is a couple of fish sandwiches. Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in Jesus' hands
will feed thousands. It depends whose hands it's in.
Nails in my hands might produce a birdhouse. Nails in Jesus Christ's hands will produce salvation for the entire world. It
depends whose hands it's in.
As you see now, it depends whose hands it's in. So put your concerns, your worries, your fears, your hopes, your dreams,
your families and your relationships in God's hands because...It depends whose hands it's in.
This message is now in YOUR hands. What will YOU do with it? It Depends on WHOSE Hands it's in! "In GOD we trust"
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Sun

14

7

22

15

8

Sat

** December Greeters: Doug & Annette Ream, Jack & Belinda Long, Mary Krauchi

21

29

Fri

** Sunday Alter Flowers: Christmas Decorating Committee
** Worship Leader: Jan Yegerlehner

Thu
Women's
Fellowship Mtg

6

7:30p Habitat for
Humanity

28

**Monthly Children’s Message: Marlane Waite

Wed

Pastors Mtg 9:00am

5 Wabash Valley

Tue

Pastors Mtg 9:00a

12

20

27

Companions to our friends: Joy Minor

26

Companions to our friends: Rusty & Susan Rhodes

19

Companions to our friends: John & Ruth Schafer

13 6:30p
Fellowhip Mtg;;
7:30p Executive
Council Mtg

Companions to our friends: Marla Owen

4 South Clay Cty

25

18

11

Discovery, 6:30p

31

24 7:00p Christmas
Eve Service & Open
House

17

10

3 Christian

Mon

December 2012

2
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
Noon Fellowship
Luncheon & Church
Decorating

9
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

16
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

23
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship w/
Holy Communion

30
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship &

Companions to our friends: Kate Yegerlehner

First United Church of Christ

United In Christ
Through Service to All

6414 S County Rd 300 E
Clay City, Indiana 47841

Phone: 812-939-2520
E-mail: ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com
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Birthday Celebrations
Anita Whitesell, Dec 3

Summer Long, Dec 9

Erik Reagan, Dec 19

Korey (Simonson) Booe,
Dec 4

Jean Schlegel, Dec 12

Nick Burger, Dec 25

Anita Kirkling, Dec 15

John Schafer, Dec 28

Conner Modesitt, Dec 5

J.A. Bess, Dec 17

Rosalie Bess, Dec 30

Parker Modesitt, Dec 5

Sharon Neiswinger, Dec 17

Addison Lell, Dec 30

Terry Moon, Dec 6

Hart Buell, Dec 18

Ben Powell, Dec 31

Joe Secrest, Dec 6

Marlane Waite, Dec 19

Tyler Hyatt, Dec

Terry Burger, Dec 9
Anita Hernandez, Dec 9

Calendar Reminders
⇒ December 1st, Pastoral Candidate Meet & Greet, 4:00 pm—6:00 pm
⇒ December 2nd, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Divine Worship with Pastoral Candidate Bob Wilkins,
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

10:30 am; Fellowship Soup & Sandwich Luncheon, 12:00 pm; Church Decorating after Fellowship Lunch
December 3rd, Christian Discovery, 6:30 pm @ Lynn Stoelting’s home
December 6th, Women’s Fellowship @ Bethesda Gardens, meet 10:45 am behind Harris Bank, Clay City
December 6th, Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm @ UMC, Centerpoint
December 9th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
December 13th, Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm, Executive Council Mtg, 7:30 pm
December 16th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
December 23rd, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship with Communion, 10:30 am
December 24th, Christmas Eve Service & Open House, 7:00 pm
December 30th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am

Looking Ahead …
⇒ January Greeters: Mark & Judy Barnhart, Marla Owen, Rusty & Susan Rhodes; remember to arrive a few
minutes early to fold bulletin

