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“ D o o r I s D i ff i c u l t – K e e p Tr y i n g ”
By: Reverend David Jennys, Interim Minister

I read about a woman who went into a public restroom, but when she tried to
leave she discovered that she couldn’t get back out. It seemed that the lock was
stuck and she couldn’t open the door. Thinking she was trapped inside, the
woman started to panic. It was then, however, that she noticed a note taped to
the door. The note read: “Door is difficult – keep trying.” The note assured her
that she was not really trapped, just that she needed a little more effort to get out
of her fix. It was reassuring to know that the problem would get solved, just that
it was going to require some extra patience and persistence. After some
vigorous jiggling, the lock unstuck, and the woman was free once again.
The same is true for those of us who follow Jesus Christ. Though we may find
ourselves in tough situations and it seems like the proverbial door won’t open to
bring a solution or an end to our problem, take heart: the door will open! The
message that the woman found on the bathroom door is the same message that
God gives to us: ‘the door is difficult – keep trying.’ In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus told a
parable story to His followers to teach that we should always pray and not give
up. The story tells of a poor widow who kept pleading her case to a judge who
was unjust. The judge in the story eventually decided to grant the widow her
request, saying: “Though I neither fear God nor care about people, I will
vindicate this woman, otherwise she is going to wear me out through her
constant requests.” The point that Jesus made this story was that if an unjust
judge will grant justice, won’t God (who is just and greatly loves us) all the more
take care of the needs of Gods people in a timely way? The answer is a
resounding YES! But God invites us into the struggle of the problem. God
challenges us to be persistent and to be faithful in praying and working toward
the solutions to the problems that beset us. The door is difficult – but keep
trying!
Perhaps none of us have ever gotten trapped in a bathroom or have had to plead
our case to an unjust judge, but all of us have problems we face. Sometimes our
problems may cause us to feel like we are trapped. How are we going to get out
of this mess, we wonder. When will we get relief? When will this situation
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“ D o o r I s D i ff i c u l t – K e e p Tr y i n g ” , C o n t d

The Parable of the Persistent
Widow
Then Jesus told his disciples a
parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give
up. He said: “In a certain town
there was a judge who neither
feared God nor cared what
people thought. And there was a

relent? How are we going to get through this? Some of us are facing health
concerns. Some of us may be dealing with a relationship issue. Perhaps it’s a
financial problem. Maybe you’ve been praying and working for a solution
and no change seems to be coming. Maybe we feel like giving up. Don’t!
Remember, the door is difficult – keep trying!
Read: Luke 18:1-8
-Make a list of the problems that you are dealing with. Pray that God will
show you what to do about each of these problems. Then in persistent faith
look for those solutions to come, and give God the praise.

widow in that town who kept
coming to him with the plea,
‘Grant me justice against my

Operation Christmas Child

adversary.’ “For some time he
refused. But finally he said to
himself, ‘Even though I don’t
fear God or care what people
think, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will see
that she gets justice, so that she
won’t eventually come and attack
me!’” And the Lord said, “Listen
to what the unjust judge says.
And will not God bring about
justice for his chosen ones, who

Thank you to everyone who filled
a shoebox for Operation
Christmas Child. As Belinda said
in service we have received 41
filled boxes. If you didn't fill one
and would like to we still have
empty ones. The actual pick up
date isn't until November so you
still have time to turn them in.
Just ask Starla or any Outreach
team member for a box.
The Outreach Team

cry out to him day and night?
Will he keep putting them off? I
tell you, he will see that they get
justice, and quickly. However,
when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on the earth?”
~ Luke 18:1-8

C h u r c h P i c n i c & M i n i s t r y K i c k - O ff
Come One, Come All, August 19th to the Annual Church Picnic & Ministry
Kick-Off !! It will be fun for ALL ages — so bring friends, neighbors,
relatives, and anyone else you can think off ! Education time will be at 9:30
am; Outdoor Worship Service at 10:30 am; 12:00 pm Fellowship Church
Picnic in the Shelter House; 1:00 pm Ministry Review & GAMES !
Meats & drinks for the picnic will be provided by the church, but please
bring a well-filled basket, a food item to share, table service, and a lawn
chairs. More information will be released closer to picnic time — so watch for
the news — and mark your calendar ! Hope to see you there !!
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Clay City Food Pantry
The August items for the Food Pantry are: Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo,
Razors, and Toilet Paper. As a usual reminder don’t forget that there is a
constant need for: Juice, Margarine Sticks, Flour, Sugar, Vegetable Oil
(Liquid), Meat, Tea, Drink Mixes. Remember if you have items that need
refrigeration please contact Karen Schafer. Thank you for your continued
support and for you exceptionally generous donations in July!

F r o m t h e O u t r e a c h Te a m

Remember this. When people
choose to withdraw far from a
fire, the fire continues to give
warmth, but they grow cold.
When people choose to withdraw
far from light, the light continues
to be bright in itself but they are
in darkness. This is also the case
when people withdraw from God.
– Augustine

A BIG thank you to everyone for helping "build" our parade float and to
those who participated in the parade. We received $75.00 for winning 1st
place in the Open Float category! Our team has decided to donate the money
toward the mission trip Susan Rhodes is leading.
A banner was printed for the float with our church name, picture and web
site, It is now available for any group to use to promote our church. It is
stored in the balcony, so please remember to use it whenever possible.
The "Christmas in July" project was a great success because of all of you.
Many children will be blessed this Christmas as they receive their very own
shoebox filled with gifts. The shoeboxes will be shipped out in November.
We have another project coming up and you will hear all about it at our
annual picnic on August 19. Be sure to come and find out all of the details!
Of course, it is never too early to start planning your costume and trunk for
our annual trunk-or-treat in October. It's always fun to see the creative ideas.
Watch for more details as the date draws closer.
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Wo m e n ’s F e l l o w s h i p ( J u l y )
The Bible is a corridor between
two eternities down which walks
the Christ of God; His invisible

The Women’s Fellowship met at 12:00 pm (noon) for our
annual picnic on July 5th at the country home of Carolyn
Fulk. Since it was 105 degrees that day we had our picnic
inside where the air conditioning was on. This year Alta didn’t have to build
a fire like she did several years ago.

steps echo through the Old
Testament, but we meet Him face
to face in the throne room of the
New; and it is through that Christ
alone, crucified for me, that I
have found forgiveness for sins
and life eternal. The Old
Testament is summed up in the
word Christ; the New Testament
is summed up in the word Jesus;
and the summary of the whole
Bible is that Jesus is the Christ.
~ Bishop Pollock

After a great lunch Carolyn opened the meeting with roll call by 9 members
and 1 guest, minutes and treasurer’s report was given.
During our business meeting more discussion was about what we are going
to do after this year. As the year goes on we will decide on this later. Earl
Yegerlehner’s 90th birthday is coming up. We will be talking to the family
about this.
The meeting was turned over to Ruth who had the lesson on another woman
of the Bible, Miriam. Ruth read from Exodus. Miriam was a sister to Aaron
and Moses. Miriam watched and saw what would happen to Moses when he
was put in the basket down by the river. We all know the story that he was
raised as a Pharaoh’s daughter’s son. Miriam ended up having leprosy and
was an out cast. Have you ever felt left out and how did you handle it?
Carolyn had a reading on the 4th of July and “Knowledge of God”. She
ended with a prayer. Ruth ended the meeting with a quiz on the 4th of July
and why we celebrate this holiday. Maybe we need to go back to school since
we didn’t know some of the answers.
There is no meeting in August as it is our vacation month. We will meet
again on September 6th.

F r o m C h r i s t i a n E d Te a m

To get the full flavor of an herb, it
must be pressed between the
fingers, so it is the same with the
Scriptures; the more familiar they
become, the more they reveal
their hidden treasures and yield
their indescribable riches.
~ John Chrysostom, A.D. 347-407

August 19th is a special day for First Church. It will be a day filled with fun,
food and fellowship. The Christian Education Team has planned special
activities for the church school hour beginning at 9:30 at the shelter house.
There will be a light breakfast available, games and activities for all ages and
an introduction to our bible study this fall as our regular church school hour
will resume on August 26.
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Vi s i t a t i o n Te a m M e e t i n g
The Visitation Team is having their August meeting on Monday, August 27,
at 6:00 pm at the Pizza Gallery in Clay City. Remember that anyone is
welcome to join — the more the merrier !

Mission Meal — THANKS!
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Mission Meal! We had a great
turn out for the meal and raised around $550.00. Thanks to those on the
Fellowship and Outreach Teams for making food and to Terry and Jack for
grilling the hamburgers and hot dogs. Also I would like to thank the church
members for their generous support. ~ Diane Moon

From Pastoral Search Committee
The search committee continues to review profiles sent from the conference.
We have interviewed three in person. One of these we are currently still
considering. We continue to look at more as they come in. Please continue to
keep everyone involved in this process in your prayers.

For, after all, put it as we may to
ourselves, we are all of us from
birth to death guests at a table
which we did not spread. The
sun, the earth, love, friends, our
very breath are parts of the
banquet…. Shall we think of the
day as a chance to come nearer

E a r l Ye g e r l e h n e r C e l e b r a t i o n

to our Host, and to find out
something of Him who has fed us

Family and friends of Earl and
Imogene Yegerlehner are
invited to an open house in the
Fellowship Hall of First United
Church of Christ from 2:00 pm
to 5:00 pm on Sunday, August
12. Earl’s 90th birthday is on
August 11, and their 69th
wedding anniversary is on
August 15.
Come and share your good
wishes (no gifts please) and
help them celebrate these
special events. For those who
cannot attend, cards may be sent to their home address: 3865 S. Co. Rd.
200E, Clay City, IN 47841.

so long?
– Rebecca Harding Davis
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Council Meeting Minutes for July 15, 2012
First United Church of Christ — Executive Council Meeting
July l5, 2012 7:30pm
The Executive Council of United Church of Christ was called to order by Sonny Zurcher. The
following members were present: Sonny Zurcher, Ruth Tobias, Don Yegerlehner, Mark Barnart, Joan
Neal, Rusty Rhodes, Randy Collins, Belinda Long, and Pastor David Jennys.
Rusty shared devotions from ‘Thirty Lessons from the Life of Paul on Encouragement. We are
reminded of the importance of regular worship and fellowship which yields blessings. Spending time
with fellow believers is equally important and uplifting. We are each invited to consider our own
practices with regard to fellowship opportunities.
The agenda was accepted as presented. The secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed in the Olive
Branch.
Belinda presented the treasurers report. Don moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Joan.
Motion passed. Belinda presented the bills. Mark moved we pay the bills, seconded by Rusty. Motion
passed. Belinda also shared a summary of our 1st and 2sd quarter with a comparison to the
percentage of the budget utilized. Overall, we have expended approximately 43% of our budgeted
amount for the year. Belinda asked if we wanted to send the Cans for Camp with our Merom Special
Offering since no child used this money this year. The group agreed to leave the Cans for Camp
money in place and continue to add to it in hopes we will have children attend next summer.
The Elders met with Pastor David prior to the meeting to develop the agenda. After discussion about
a possible Confirmation Class, it was decided that Pastor David and Don would contact those within
the age range to determine the level of interest. The Elders also reviewed a possible letter of invitation
to inactive members to highlight the service on August 19th.
Deacons reported on their communication with families concerning the memorial money. The Long
family has ordered a new swing set and it should be here In four to six weeks, Nina Buell had left a
message but did not specify a choice. If no further information is available from the families by the
September Council meeting, recommendations will be made and voted on at that time. Sonny
suggested some of the memorial monies be used to purchase 2 large, flat-screen monitors for the
sanctuary and provided some information and pricing.
The Trustees reported on a good work day at the parsonage on June 29th to clear landscaping. They
also reported someone (Doug Waite) trimmed the shrubs around the church. Randy reported on the
refrigerator options to replace the one in the basement. After discussion, Rusty moved we move the
current refrigerator in the kitchen to the basement and purchase a Frigidaire 20.8 cubic feet from
Lowes at a cost of $719.10. Lowes will deliver for free and remove the old model. This appliance offers
the most space and shelving options for the available location.
Christian Education Team has selected materials for the fall and will be meeting next Sunday to
discuss their plans for the special service on August 19th which will be our kick off after the summer
break as well as the church picnic. VBS was a success during the week of July 9—12 with seven
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Council Meeting Minutes for July 15, 2012; Contd
churches participating. Anticipated cost per church will be between $60 - $70.
The Outreach Team reported that the float got first prize in the Clay City Parade and the prize money
($75) will be donated to the upcoming Mission Trip to Florida. The Fellowship Team and Outreach
Team will have a mission meal on July 22nd following church to raise money for the trip. The banner
from the float is available for other church groups to use as desired. Operation Christmas Child will
finish on July 29th with a Christmas themed worship service.
The Worship Team met on July 15th at Glory Days and discussed a few minor adjustments in the
service. They recommend the offering be brought forward during the Doxology followed by the
prayer of dedication. There is a need for volunteers to work on the Christmas Eve service.
Visitation Team will meet on July 23rd and will be looking at identifying who to send an invitation to
the special service on August 19th. They continue to seek additional members for their team.
The Search Committee will be meeting with an individual in the next couple weeks who has shown
some interest in considering First UCC.
Pastor David reported he was appreciative of his vacation time but glad also to be back. He shared the
special service on August 19th will be outdoors and the various teams are working to coordinate a
meaningful time together. The Christian Education Team will provide activities beginning at 9:30 and
Worship will be at 10:30. Everyone is encouraged to wear camp type clothing for comfort and bring
their lawn chairs. Holy Communion will be observed during the picnic meal time. During the service
the various teams will be sharing as we each consider what our “niche” in church might be and how
we might become involved. Our focus question for this month was: “Why do you attend church
here?” In considering your answer, how can that information be helpful to others who might be
thinking of becoming involved with our First UCC. Pastor David concluded by sharing that two
individuals have expressed some interest in joining the church and he has begun meeting with them.
The Clinkenbeard Trust Scholarship Awards will be dispersed to the recipients in August. We
reviewed the Facility Use Guidelines and agreed a flat fee of $50 for non-members would be the rate
for use of the Fellowship Hall and a donation would be accepted for use of the Shelter House. A final
reading will be shared in September and then voted on.
It was noted that on the date of our church picnic and special outdoor worship service (August 19th)
is the same as the date the Croft Family has reserved the Fellowship Hall for their reunion. When
preparing your picnic baskets, you may need to consider bringing a cooler to store cold items.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 11°’ with Joan having devotions. Randy moved for
adjournment. Rusty seconded, motion passed.
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Sun

Mon

27

20

13

6

August 2012

5
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

12
9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

19

26

7:30p Christian
Discovery

9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship
11:30a Picnic

9:30a Church School
10:30a Worship

7

14

21

28

Tue

1

10

18

11

Fri

17

25

4

31

Sat

** August Greeters: Doyne & JoAnne Youngblood, Pat & Jennifer Buell, Diana Jackson

3

** Sunday Alter Flowers: Jennifer Buell & Judy Carl

Thu

** Worship Leader: Bill Neal

Wed

2
7:30p Habitat for
Humanity

24

Companions to our friends: Doug & Marlane Waite

8

96:30p Flwshp
Mtg;; 7:30p Mthly
Council Mtg

16

Companions to our friends: Doug & Annette Ream

15

23

Companions to our friends: Mark & Judy Barnhart

22

30

Companions to our friends: Doyne & JoAnne Youngblood

29

Companions to our friends: Marla Owen

First United Church of Christ

United In Christ
Through Service to All

6414 S County Rd 300 E
Clay City, Indiana 47841

Phone: 812-939-2520
E-mail: ClayCityFirstUCC@gmail.com
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Birthday Celebrations
Mark Neiswinger, Aug 1

Earl Yegerlehner, Aug 11

Gordon Johnson, Aug 23

Donna Amerman, Aug 1

Caroline Sebastian, Aug 11

Sam Zurcher, Aug 26

Evelyn Zurcher, Aug 5

Dale Lowdermilk, Aug 16

Tony Minor, Aug 27

Kenneth Whitesell, Aug 5

Ruth White, Aug 18

Alexandria Wolfe, Aug 28

Steve Stoelting, Aug 7

Judy Carl, Aug 21

David Kirkling, Aug 30

Taylor Miller, Aug 7

Demi Wolfe, Aug 22

Kyler Neal, Aug 31

Kambryn Rhodes, Aug 8

Calendar Reminders
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

⇒
⇒
⇒

August 2nd, Habitat For Humanity of Clay County, 7:30 pm @ UMC, Centerpoint
August 5th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am, Divine Worship, 10:30 am
August 9th, Council Fellowship Mtg, 6:30 pm
August 9th, Executive Council Mtg, 7:30 pm
August 12th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
August 12th, Earl Yegerlehner Birthday & Anniversary Celebration, 2:00 pm—
5:00 pm @ UCC Fellowship Hall
August 14th, First Day Back to School for Clay City Students
August 19th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship with
Communion, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm Church Picnic, 1:00 pm Games (Ministry
Kick-Off)
August 26th, Church School Classes, 9:30 am & Divine Worship, 10:30 am
August 27th, Christian Discovery, 7:30 pm, Hostess Cathy Long
August 27th, Visitation Team Meeting, 6:00 pm, Pizza Gallery

Looking Ahead …
⇒ September Greeters: Doug & Marlane Waite, Karl & Rachel Fischer, Laura Miller; remember to arrive a few
minutes early to fold bulletin

September Companions: Pat & Jennifer Buell, Karl & Rachel Fischer, Joy Minor, Terry & Diane
Moon, Chloe Rhodes
⇒ Fall Festival Committee: Henry & Nicole Buell*, Don & Carolyn Fulk, Richard & Rita Sinders, Doyne
& JoAnne Youngblood
⇒

